FOR  FIFTEEN 


Feds  charge  cops 
in  gay  club 
shakedowns 

Failure  to  pay  extortion  to  Boston  police  was 
costly ,  says  a  former  manager  of  the  Loft 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  A  federal  grand  jury  has 
brought  a  fifty-eight  count  indictment 
against  three  current  and  four  former 
members  of  the  Boston  Police  Department. 
Nineteen  of  the  fifty-eight  counts  involve 
extortion  from  gay  establishments.  Sources 
dose  to  the  situation  say  they  expect  many 
more  officers,  and  at  least  one  member  of 
the  Boston  Fire  Department  will  be  indicted 
before  the  FBI  investigation  is  completed. 

The  Nov.  10  indictment  resulted  from  a 
six-year  federal  investigation  prompted  by 
complaints  about  police  officers  who 
solicited  bribes  and  harassed  owners  of  gay 
establishments. 

According  to  the  indictment,  the  seven 
police  officers  extorted  substantial  amounts 
of  cash  and  property  from  bar  managers 
and  owners.  In  return  the  police  officers  of¬ 
fered  to  overlook  violations,  provide  police 
protection  and  not  harass  the  clubs.  In  total, 
the  officers  illegally  collected  more  than 
$200,000,  according  to  the  indictment. 

Pay-offs  from  gay  bars 

Joseph  D’Onofrio,  the  former  manager 
of  the  gay  after-hours  club,  the  Loft,  said 
gay  bars  are  “sitting  ducks”  for  corrupt 
police  officers.  “Gay  establishments  are 
traditionally ..  .the  easiest  victims,”  said 
D’Onofrio.  “No  one  will  come  to  the  aid  of 
gay  people.  Most  people  would  rather  be¬ 
lieve  police  officers  than  gay  people.” 

Joesph  McGowan,  a  partner  of  the  gay 
bar.  The  1270,  gave  at  least  $8,200  to  five 
police  officers  between  December  of  1982 
and  August  of  1985,  according  to  the  indict¬ 
ment.  McGowan  told  reporters  at  a  Nov.  10 
press  conference  that  he  was  proud  to  have 
cooperated  with  the  FBI  in  their  investiga¬ 
tion.  McGowan’s  conversations  with  the  ac¬ 
cused  police  officers  were  reportedly  secret¬ 
ly  recorded  for  the  FBI.  McGowan  would 
neither  confirm  nor  deny  these  reports. 

Investigators  also  allege  police  officer 
Matthew  Kilroe  blocked  a  Boston  Licensing 
Commission  hearing  regarding  an  alleged 
rape  of  a  woman  at  the  1270. 

McGowan  denied  that  a  rape  ever  hap¬ 
pened  at  the  1270.  “Rapes  don’t  happen  in 
gay  bars,”  said  McGowan.  The  1270  never 
had  any  problems  with  the  licensing  board 
until  the  investigation  of  police  corruption 
commenced,  said  McGowan,  Since  that 
time,  the  club  received  a  one-week  suspen¬ 
sion  from  the  licensing  board.  Currently  the 
club  is  appealing  a  two-week  suspension. 

Two  former  police  officers,  Francis  X. 
Sheehan  and  Thomas  Connolly,  allegedly 
extorted  $800  from  Charles  Trafton,  who 
ran  an  illegal  after-hours  club  at  124  St. 
Botolph  Street.  Trafton,  72,  told  GCN  the 
club  started  informally  in  his  small  base¬ 
ment  apartment  in  the  mid-1950s.  At  the 


club’s  inception,  Trafton  did  not  charge 
money  for  drinks.  But  as  up  to  thirty  people 
began  to  frequent  his  apartment,  he  started 
to  sell  drinks. 

In  the  mid-1960s  police  began  raiding  the 
club  on  a  regular  basis,  said  Trafton.  Each 
time  the  club  was  raided  Trafton  was  ar 
rested,  jailed  for  about  an  hour  and  released 
on  bail.  He  paid  fines  ranging  from  $100  to 
$1,000  for  operating  the  club. 

In  the  1970s  Trafton  said  Sheehan  and 
Connolly,  both  of  whom  have  been  indicted 
in  this  case,  suggested  that  he  give  them  $  1 00 
a  month  to  stop  the  raids.  Trafton  paid  the 
officers  for  approximately  eight  months  un¬ 
til  his  club  was  raided  again  by  other  of¬ 
ficers.  Trafton  said  he  stopped  paying 
Sheehan  and  Connolly  because  they 
couldn’t  guarantee  a  halt  to  the  raids. 

“There  was  never  any  animosity,”  said 
Trafton.  “A  year  or  so  ago  Sheehan  called 
me  up  and  asked  if  I  had  an  empty  room  [in 
the  building  he  owns]  for  a  friend  of  his.” 

Trafton  said  he  became  aware  of  the 
investigation  when  he  was  approached  by 
the  FBI  “six  or  seven  months  ago.”  “I  was 
living  a  quiet  retired  life  in  my  elder  years,” 
said  Trafton.  “[The  payoffs  were]  some¬ 
thing  I  put  behind  me  —  never  thought  to  be 
brought  up  again.  I  just  wish  they’d  kept 
their  mouths  shut  so  I  wouldn’t  be  involved. 
At  my  age  I  don’t  need  the  inconvenience.” 

Stephen  Zaglakas,  the  creditor  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  Skippers,  a  gay  bar  no  longer  in 
operation,  also  paid  off  officers,  according 
to  the  indictment.  Zaglakas  refuted  that 
claim.  “I  don’t  know  what  the  hell’s  going 
on.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  [any]  payoffs,” 
said  Zaglakas.  “My  lawyers  advised  me  not 
to  talk  to  anyone  until  the  trials  are  over.” 

Norman  Chaletzky,  the  owner  of  the 
now-closed  gay  bar,  the  Boston  Eagle,  and  a 
partner  in  the  1270,  paid  at  least  $3,000  to 
officers,  according  to  the  indictment. 
Chaletzky  could  not  be  reached  for  com¬ 
ment. 

The  price  of  not  paying 

The  Loft,  which  operated  from  1977  to 
1985,  was  plagued  by  police  harassment 
shortly  after  opening.  The  club  was  fre¬ 
quently  raided  by  the  now-defunct  Boston 
Vice  Squad. 

Two  of  those  who  were  indicted,  John 
Carey  and  John  McCormack,  were  part  of 
the  vice  squad  and  took  part  in  the  Loft 
raids.  According  to  D’Onofrio,  who  was  a 
partner  and  manager  of  the  Loft,  nearly  all 
of  the  men  who  were  indicted  harassed  the 
Loft  at  one  time.  D’Onofrio  identified 
Sheehan  as  the  mastermind  behind  the 
operation. 

During  the  last  Loft  raid,  which  took 
Continued  on  page  7 
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Gay  man  wins  custody  of 


lover’s  son 


A  Calif,  court  rejects  fundamentalist  mother's  attempt  to 
keep  Brian  Batey  from  living  with  his  deceased  father’s  lover 


By  Chris  Bull 

SAN  DIEGO,  CA  —  In  a  decision  hailed 
by  gay  rights  advocates  as  an  important 
“first”  in  custody  battles,  a  Superior  Court 
judge  awarded  custody  of  a  16-year-old 
male  to  his  late  father’s  gay  lover. 

Judge  Judith  McConnell  said  that  Craig 
Corbett  would  provide  Brian  Batey  the 
“stable  and  wholesome  environment”  his 
mother,  Betty  Lou  Batey,  could  not  pro¬ 
vide.  McConnell  cited  the  youth’s  strong 
desire  to  live  with  Corbett  and  his  mother’s 
failure  to  provide  education  or  counseling 
during  the  five-year  custody  battle  as  factors 
in  her  decision.  Three  experts  testified  that 
Batey’s  mother  is  an  unfit  parent  because 
she  denied  him  the  emotional  support  he 
needed.  The  woman  promised  she  will  not 
appeal  the  decision.  “We’re  leaving  it  to 
whatever  Brian  wants,”  she  told  the  New 
York  Times. 

Batey’s  mother,  a  fundamentalist  Chris¬ 
tian,  kidnapped  him  from  his  father  five 
years  ago,  hiding  for  almost  two  years 
before  surrendering  to  authorities  in 
Denver.  In  1984  she  was  acquitted  of  child 
stealing  charges  but  the  court  declared  her 
“emotionally  unstable.” 

In  June  the  court  granted  temporary 
custody  to  Corbett  after  his  lover,  Frank 
Batey,  died  of  AIDS. 

“This  is  one  of  the  first  major  recogni¬ 
tions  of  gay  relationships,”  said  Paula 
Ettlebrick,  staff  attorney  for  the  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund.  “The 
court  actually  awarded  the  boy  to  a  non- 
biological  parent,  implicitly  recognizing  his 
important  role  in  bringing  him  up.  Had  he 
merely  been  a  friend,  the  court  would  not 
have  given  him  custody.”  Ettelbrick  said  the 
decision  sets  an  important  precedent  for 
family  custody  battles,  particularly  in  the 
emerging  debate  over  artificial  insemination 
for  lesbian  couples,  where  one  partner  is  not 
a  biological  parent. 

Roberta  Achtenberg,  legal  director  of  the 


Lesbian  Rights  Project  in  San  Francisco, 
told  GCN  the  case  has  psychological  impor¬ 
tance,  but  little  legal  import.  She  said  the 
case  is  a  good  example  of  fair  treatment  ,of 
gay  parents  which  would  send  a  positive 
message  to  other  judges  as  well  as  to  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community.  Because  gay  men 
are  often  misrepresented  as  child  molesters, 
courts  have  been  reluctant  to  grant  custody 
to  them,  according  to  Achtenberg.  But 
Frank  Batey’s  excellent  record  as  a  parent 
quickly  dispelled  that  assumption,  she  said. 
Corbett,  as  a  third-party  parent,  was  par¬ 
ticularly  vulnerable  to  accusations  of  sexual 
interest  in  the  boy.  Achtenberg  said  she  was 
also  pleased  the  court  rejected  the  claim  that 
Batey  would  get  AIDS  from  living  in  the 
same  household  with  his  father  and  Corbett. 

Achtenberg  stressed,  however,  that  the 
case  did  not  have  direct,  legal  precedent 
because  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are 
“extremely  rare.”  For  the  case  to  be  decided 
in  favor  of  a  third-party,  non-biological 
parent,  the  youth  would  have  to  be  at  least 
fourteen  and  express  a  strong  desire  to  live 
with  the  third-party  parent.  In  addition 
biological  parent  would  have  to  be  a  “pro¬ 
ven  detriment  to  the  child”  and  the  third- 
party  parent  would  have  to  prove  to  be  a 
good  parent  without  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of 
the  court.  These  circumstances  rarely  coin¬ 
cide,  said  Achtenberg. 

McConnell’s  decision  never  mentions 
homosexuality,  despite  Batey’s  mother’s 
contention  that  it  should  be  the  primary 
issue.  Carol  Sobel,  staff  attorney  for  the 
Southern  California  Civil  Liberties  Union 
and  Corbett’s  attorney,  told  GCN  that  “it  is 
a  wonderful  testament  to  the  decision  that 
the  judge  only  talked  about  two  people  and 
the  best  interest  of  the  child.”  Sobel  said 
Batey,  who  is  straight,  made  a  very  good  im¬ 
pression  on  the  court.  “Brian  said  very 
clearly  that  he  loved  these  men  who  had  nur- 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“Don’t  worry,  I’m  going  to  outlive  those 
bastards.” 

—  Supreme  Court  Justice  Thurgood 
Marshall  recently  reassured  a  meeting  of 
lawyers  and  judges  that  President  Reagan 
would  not  have  the  chance  to  appoint  a  con¬ 
servative  to  take  his  place  on  the  court. 

Marshall,  who  is  79  years  old,  has  been  ill 
in  recent  years  and  was  hospitalized  last 
summer  for  a  blood  clot.  He  was  an  active 
civil  rights  attorney  before  joining  the  court. 

It  wasn’t  all  in  her 
mind 

BOSTON  —  A  judge  here  recently 
granted  a  new  trial  to  a  woman  who  lost  her 
1987  suit  against  the  Harvard  Community 
Health  Plan  and  the  attending  physician 
who  allegedly  failed  to  treat  her  for  AIDS, 
according  to  Sojourner. 

Elizabeth  Ramos  developed  symptoms  of 
AIDS  in  1985.  Although  they  knew  Ramos 
was  HIV-positive,  doctors  told  her  that  her 
symptoms  were  a  result  of  AIDS  anxiety  and 
referred  her  to  a  psychiatrist.  Doctors  later 
suggested  hospitalization  in  a  psychiatric 
unit  when  her  condition  became  worse.  She 
finally  ended  up  in  Boston  City  Hospital, 
where  she  was  diagnosed  as  having 
pneumocystic  pneumonia. 

The  Harvard  Plan  refused  reimbursement 
for  medical  expenses,  because  Ramos’ 
records  suggested  that  her  symptoms  deriv¬ 
ed  from  anxiety. 

In  July,  a  jury  ruled  in  favor  of  the  Plan 
and  the  physician,  Dr.  Kenneth  Bernstein. 

A  new  judge  accepted  Ramos’  lawyers’ 
argument  that  the  jury’s  finding  was 
“against  the  weight  of  the  evidence.”  The 
judge  rejected  a  new  suit  against  the  Plan, 
but  accepted  the  request  for  a  new  trial 
against  Bernstein. 

□  Marc  Stein 

Gay  palimony  award 
a  first 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Jim  Short  was 
awarded  over  $2.8  million  in  the  first 
successful  same-sex  palimony  suit  in  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  San  Fracisco 
Sentinel. 

Short,  a  57-year-old  bank  clerk,  won 
$1,785  million  in  compensatory  damages 
and  $500,000  in  punitive  damages  for 
breach  of  an  oral  contract.  Short’s  attorney 
argued  that  the  couple  had  agreed  to  “share 
their  lives  together  and  everything  they  ac¬ 
quired.” 

Short’s  lover  of  19  years,  real  estate 
developer  Charles  Gale,  had  refused  to 
share  their  joint  investments  following  their 
breakup  in  1983. 

□  Marc  Stein 

Feinstein  strikes 
again 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Mayor  Dianne 
Feinstein  has  called  for  mandatory  AIDS 
testing  of  all  inmates  in  San  Francisco’s  city 
jails,  according  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter 
(B.A.R.).  “San  Francisco  must  show  the 
same  concern  and  caring  leadership  in  pro¬ 
tecting  the  rights  of  the  uninfected”  as  it  has 
shown  for  people  with  AIDS,  Feinstein 
wrote  in  a  letter  to  the  city  Health  Commis¬ 
sion.  Feinstein  supported  her  statements  by 
citing  a  six-page,  single-spaced  document 
from  “Louise  Anonymous.”  Some  of 
Feinstein’s  borrowed  comments  included, 
“Why  are  we  pretending  this  disease  isn’t  in¬ 
sidiously  infiltrating  the  city.  Some  of  my 
friends  don’t  even  want  to  visit  S.F. 
anymore.  They  say. ..the  city  is  haunted.” 

B.A.R.’s  coverage  cited  the  largest 
federal  study  done  on  AIDS  transmission 
which  put  the  transmission  rate  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  during  1987  below  one  percent.  A 
University  of  California  —  Berkeley  study 
charting  AIDS  in  19  neighborhoods  in  San 
Francisco  since  1984  also  reported  that 
transmission  has  dropped  to  “near  zero.” 

Feinstein’s  proposal,  similar  to  legislation 
proposed  by  state  Senator  John  Doolittle  (R 
—  Folsom),  would  have  to  be  implemented 
by  three  city  institutions  which  oppose  man¬ 
datory  testing  —  the  Health  Commission, 
the  Department  of  Public  Health,  and  the 


Sherriff’s  office.  Both  the  Director  of 
Health  and  the  Sherriff  have  “serious  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  advisability  of  this 
proposal.”  They  also  pointed  out  that  man¬ 
datory  AIDS  prevention  education  already 
is  occurring  in  San  Francisco  jails. 

□  Joan  Doyle 

Hong  Kong 
happenings 

HONG  KONG  —  The  Hong  Kong  Ten 
Percent  Club,  founded  earlier  this  year,  and 
the  only  active  gay  liberation  organization  in 
Asia  outside  of  Japan,  is  seeking  assistance 
and  support  from  more  experienced  groups 
and  individuals. 

The  Club  recently  lost  their  primary  or¬ 
ganizer  and  most  experienced  member,  Alan 
Li,  who  returned  to  Toronto  and  the  Gay 
Asians  of  Toronto  group.  Holding  the  Club 
together  now  are  Julian  Chan,  Keith  Wong 
and  Joe  Chan  and  11  other  core  committee 
members. 

In  the  past  six  months,  the  group  has  con¬ 
centrated  on  law  reform,  which  is  once 
again  before  the  legislative  council  in  Hong 
Kong.  The  group  will  appreciate  funds, 
resources  and  other  support  from  friends 
around  the  world.  Letters  of  support  and 
publications  for  their  library  may  be  sent  to 
the  Hong  Kong  Ten  Percent  Club,  P.O.  Box 
72243,  Kowloon  Central  Post  Station, 
Kowloon,  Hong  Kong. 

□  John  Hubert 

Girl  wrestler  pins 
school  officials 

MILWAUKEE,  WI  —  After  a  year  of  sit¬ 
ting  on  the  bench,  Billie  Jo  Mann,  14,  has 
won  a  battle  with  school  officials  who  bar¬ 
red  her  from  wrestling  for  her  Kenosha 
Junior  High  School  team.  Officials  decided 
not  to  fight  Mann’s  suit  because  a  1978  case 
involving  young  women  basketball  players 
set  a  precedent  “that  schools  must  let  girls 
play  on  boys’  teams  if  no  comparable  girls’ 
program  is  available.” 

Billie  Jo’s  desire  to  wrestle  was  a  problem 
for  Kenosha’s  district  athletic  director,  Glen 
McCullough,  according  to  the  Chicago 
Tribune.  McCullogh  expressed  concern  that 
Mann  would  be  the  only  female  in  the  locker 
room,  “alone  and  unattended.” 

Fritz  McGinnis,  assistant  director  of  the 
National  Federation  of  State  High  School 
Associations,  which  oversees  interscholastic 
athletics,  stated  that  “there  are  a  lot  of  holds 
you  would  not  want  your  daughter  to  be  a 
part  of,  like  the  figure  4  scissors,  or  a  crotch 
lift.  There’s  no  way  a  boy  can  wrestle  a  girl 
without  having  his  hands  all  over  them. 
That’s  what  it’s  all  about.” 

Billie  Jo  responds  to  these  concerns  by 
saying,  “I  don’t  see  what  the  big  deal  is.  It’s 
no  worse  than  boys  grabbing  boys.” 
McGinnis  also  said  he  was  concerned  that 
there  was  “nothing  to  win  and  everything  to 
lose”  for  a  seventh  grade  boy  not  too  good 
at  wrestling  who  lost  to  a  female  opponent. 
Billie  Jo  replied,  “I  don’t  think  I  was  put  on 
earth  to  boost  some  guy’s  ego.” 

□  Joan  Doyle 

Ameinu 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Ameinu  (“Our 
People”)  is  an  educational  and  support  net¬ 
work  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  working  pro¬ 
fessionally  in  the  Jewish  community. 
Founded  in  1986,  Ameinu  includes  rabbis, 
cantors,  Jewish  communal  service  profes¬ 
sionals  and  educators.  Ameinu’s  second  an¬ 
nual  retreat  will  be  held  this  winter.  For 
more  information  contact:  Ameinu,  c/o 
Andy  Rose,  Congregation  Sha’ar  Zahav, 
220  Danvers  at  Caselli,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Short  submissions 
sought 

OAKLAND,  CA  —  Short  stories  by 
women  sought  for  an  anthology  to  be 
published  by  Cleis  Press  in  May,  1988.  The 
theme  for  the  collection  is  “Unholy 
Alliances:  the  ways  in  which  people  collide, 
cross  boundaries  of  sex,  culture,  race  and 
lifestyles  —  connect  across  differences.” 
Stories  should  be  typed  double-spaced.  In¬ 


clude  a  SASE  if  you  want  your  submission 
returned.  The  deadline  is  Dec.  31,  1987. 
Send  submissions  to  Louise  Rafkin,  1044 '/i 
53rd  St.,  Oakland,  CA  94608. 

□  Joan  Doyle 

Helping  folks  lead 
independent  lives 

BOSTON  —  Volunteers  are  needed  for 
the  Environmental  Support  Program  at 
Boston  Center  for  Independent  Living 
(BCIL).  BCIL  is  a  consumer-run  agency 
whose  aim  is  to  assist  disabled  individuals  in 
leading  independent  lives  in  the  community. 

Volunteers  are  needed  on  a  weekly  basis 
to  help  people  with  developmental  and 
physical  disabilities  with  budgeting, 
reading,  and  other  clerical  functions  which 
are  integral  to  living  on  one’s  own.  Train¬ 
ing,  supervision  and  travel  reimbursement 
are  provided.  Contact  Edith  Friedman,  Pro¬ 
gram  Director,  BCIL,  50  New  Edgerly 
Road,  Boston,  MA  02115;  (617)  536-2187. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

AIDS  news 

NEW  YORK  —  People  with  AIDS  Coali¬ 
tion  publishes  Newsline,  a  magazine  by  and 
for  people  with  AIDS  and  AIDS-related 
conditions.  Newsline  comes  out  monthly 
and  includes:  news  articles,  medical  up¬ 
dates,  letters  to  the  editor,  memorials, 
poems,  photographs,  as  well  as  an  AIDS 
Resource  Directory  for  the  New  York  City 
area.  Newsline  is  available  free  to 
PWA’s/PWArc’s  and  to  “healthy  concern¬ 
ed  friends”  for  a  minimum  of  $20  yearly. 
Subscriptions  available  from:  PWA  Coali¬ 
tion,  236A  West  19th  St.  No.  125,  New 
York,  NY  10011. 

□  Joan  Doyle 

Call  for  submissions 
for  les/gay  health 
meeting 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  2nd  Inter¬ 
national  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Confer¬ 
ence  &  AIDS  Forum  has  requested  papers 
for  its  July  20-26,  1988  conference,  to  be 
held  at  Boston  Park  Plaza  Hotel  and  Towers 
in  Boston.  The  conference  is  sponsored  by 
the  George  Washington  University  Medical 
School,  National  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health 
Foundation,  and  the  American  Association 
of  Physicians  for  Human  Rights. 

The  deadline  for  submissions  is  January 
15,  1988.  For  more  information,  contact 
Michael  Weeks  (202)  797-3708  or  Greg 
Thomas  (202)  994-4285. 

□  Marc  Stein 

Ben-Shalom  struggle 
continues 

MILWAUKEE,  WI  —  Despite  winning  a 
twelve-year  struggle  for  reinstatement  to  the 
U.S.  Army,  Drill  Sergeant  Miriam  Ben- 
Shalom  has  been  advised  by  her  lawyer  that 
she  may  face  further  legal  battles  to  remain 
in  the  Army  as  an  out  lesbian. 

Ben-Shalom’s  case  arose  in  1975,  when 
she  acknowledged  that  she  was  a  lesbian  in  a 
major  daily  newspaper.  At  that  time. 
Department  of  Defense  policy  barred  all 
persons  with  “homosexual  tendencies” 
from  serving  in  the  armed  forces.  The  policy 
has  subsequently  been  redefined  to  bar  all 
persons  who  state  that  they  are  gay  as  well  as 
all  persons  who  engage  in  gay  acts. 

After  District  Court  Judge  Terrence 
Evans  ruled  that  the  Army’s  decision 
violated  Ben-Shalom’s  free  speech  rights, 
the  army  stalled  on  her  reinstatement  for 
years.  She  was  finally  reinstated  on 
September  12  of  this  year. 

Now  that  she  has  been  reinstated,  Army 
spokesperson  Major  Greg  Rixon  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  when  Ben-Shalom’s  current 
enlistment  runs  out  in  August  1988,  the  Ar¬ 
my  will  apply  its  new  regulations  to  her, 
blocking  her  reenlistment.  Ben-Shalom 
plans  to  challenge  the  Army  again  if  she  is 
not  reenlisted. 

Ben-Shalom  said  of  the  Army’s  state¬ 
ment,  “lam  still  protected  by  my  1980  deci¬ 
sion,  and  merely  because  I  am  in  the  Army 
does  not  mean  that  I  have  lost  freedom  of 
speech,  freedom  of  thought,  and  freedom  of 


association. 

“Currently,  all  branches  of  the  military 
spend,  according  to  their  own  records,  well 
in  excess  of  $22,000,000  a  year  to  search  out 
lesbians  and  homosexuals  in  the  military 
and  spend  over  $375,000  in  processing  ‘gay’ 
discharges  yearly.  Two  thousand 
discharges,  all  branches  of  service....  One 
wonders  how  much  more  they  are  willing  to 
waste  in  an  attempt  to  try  it  again. 

“I  pose  absolutely  no  threat  what-so-ever 
to  my  country!” 

□  Marc  Stein 

Odd,  thoughtful, 
issue-oriented 

NEW  YORK  —  Avenue  E,  a  literary 
magazine,  is  seeking  poetry,  fiction  and 
other  writing  for  its  fifth  issue.  Looking  for 
work  that  is  odd,  thoughtful,  issue- 
oriented.  Lesbians,  people  of  color  and 
differently-abled  people  are  especially  en¬ 
couraged  to  submit  work.  Submission 
deadline  is  Dec.  15.  Send  to  Avenue  E,  Box 
943,  New  York,  NY  10009.  All  work  should 
include  an  SASE. 

□  Robert  Kaplan 

Get  that  AIDS  info 
in  the  mail! 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Rep.  Gerry 
Studds  (D-MA)  has  requested  a  U.S. 
General  Accounting  Office  investigation  of 
the  Reagan  Administration’s  failure  to  im¬ 
plement  a  congressionally-required  nation¬ 
wide  mailing  of  AIDS  information.  Rep. 
Henry  Waxman  (D-CA),  chair  of  the  House 
Subcommittee  on  Health,  joined  Studds  in 
requesting  the  investigation. 

Congress  approved  legislation  allocating 
“$20  million  to  finance  a  mass  mailing  of  in¬ 
formation  about  AIDS  to  every  household 
in  the  nation,”  as  part  of  a  supplemental  ap¬ 
propriations  bill  passed  by  Congress  in  July 
of  this  year. 

The  administration  intends  instead  to 
spend  the  money  on  “targeted”  distribution 
of  AIDS  information  pamphlets  to  state  and 
local  health  agencies,  YMCA’s,  and  selected 
corporations.  Studds  said  that  this  would 
fail  to  meet  the  goal  of  “getting  information 
to  every  household.” 

“The  miserable  performance  of  our  own 
administration,  its  abject  failure  to  fulfill  its 
public  health  responsibilities,  now  verges  on 
criminal  negligence,”  Studds  said. 

□  Marc  Stein 
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Reagan  relents  on  AIDS 
panel  appointments... 

Amid  widespread  criticism  of  his  blue-ribbon 
AIDS  panel,  the  president  attempts  to  ‘ salvage  the 
credibility  ’  of  the  Commission  by  appointing  two  experts 


Conference  stresses 
urgency  of  youth  AIDS 
education 

Massachusetts  meeting  focuses  on  a  diverse  risk  group 
facing  higher  HIV  infection  rates  and  complex  social 
pressures 


By  Chris  Bull 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  To  the  surprise 
of  AIDS  activists,  the  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion  named  two  well-qualified  health  of¬ 
ficials  to  the  Presidential  Commission  on 
AIDS. 

Dr.  Beny  Primme,  executive  director  of 
the  Addiction  Research  and  Treatment 
Corporation,  is  an  outspoken  advocate  of 
AIDS  education  for  minority  communities. 
AIDS  activists  told  GCN  that  Primme  has  an 
excellent  record  combatting  homophobia  in 
the  Black  community.  He  has  been  criticized 
by  some  AIDS  educators  for  opposing  the 
free  distribution  of  sanitary  needles  to  IV 
drug  users. 

Kristine  Gebbie,  administrator  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  in  Oregon,  has 
promoted  gay  rights  legislation  on  both  the 
state  and  federal  level.  Gebbie  also  strongly 
opposes  mandatory  AIDS  testing. 

Although  AIDS  activists  greeted  the  ap¬ 
pointments  with  enthusiasm,  they  pointed 
out  that  the  Commission  has  a  long  way  to 
go  before  it  reaches  respectability.  “It’s  just 
another  step  in  the  yellow  brick  road  paved 
with  piss,”  said  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis 
founder  and  playwright  Larry  Kramer. 

Urvashi  Vaid,  information  director  of  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force,  was 
more  diplomatic.  “The  administration  ap¬ 
pears  at  least  to  be  attempting  to  salvage  the 
credibility  of  the  Commission  by  appointing 
reputable  members,”  said  Vaid. 

The  Commission,  which  has  been  broadly 
criticized  for  a  lack  of  leadership  and 
organization,  is  reportedly  embroiled  in  in¬ 
ternal  ideological  conflicts.  Dr.  Eugene 
Mayberry  and  Woodrow  Meyers  resigned  in 


By  Chris  Bull 

WASHINTON,  DC  —  President 
Reagan’s  latest  Supreme  Court  nominee, 
U.S.  Appeals  Court  Judge  Anthony  Ken¬ 
nedy,  is  the  author  of  an  anti-gay  decision, 
Beller  v.  Middendorf. 

In  the  1980  case,  the  California  judge  re¬ 
jected  a  challenge  by  three  sailors  to  the 
Navy’s  policy  of  automatically  discharging 
anyone  who  engages  in  gay  sex. 

Ironically,  Attorney  General  Edwin 
Meese  has  lobbied  against  Kennedy’s 
nomination  because  the  jurist  indicated  in 
Beller  that  homosexual  activity  might  fall 
under  the  right  to  privacy  articulated  by  the 
Warren  Court  in  the  early  1960s. 

Kennedy  said,  “Upholding  the  challenged 
regulations  as  constitutional  is  distinct  from 
a  statement  that  they  are  wise.  The  latter 
judgment  is  neither  implicitly  in  our  decision 
nor  within  our  province  to  make.” 

Suspect 
nabbed  in 
birthday 
mugger  case 

Charlestown,  Mass.,  resident 
is  believed  to  be 
‘ Dominic  Perini’ 

By  Kim  Westheimer 

LEDYARD,  CT  —  State  Police  have  ap¬ 
prehended  the  prime  suspect  in  the  wave  of 
Massachusetts  robbings  and  druggings  in 
gay  bars. 

Frank  Komnenus,  Jr.,  who  authorities 
allege  used  the  alias  Dominic  Perini,  is  being 


October  from  the  Commission,  citing 
disagreements  with  other  members. 

The  Commission  has  also  been  accused  of 
being  anti-gay.  The  National  People  With 
AIDS  (PWA)  Coalition  and  Minority  AIDS 
Task  Force  filed  suit  against  the  presidential 
panel  charging  that  it  lacks  adequate  repre¬ 
sentation  of  PWAs  and  people  of  color. 
Several  members  of  the  Commission  ad¬ 
vocate  mandatory  AIDS  testing. 

Activists  predicted  the  divisions  on  the 
Commission  would  remain  despite  the  new 
appointments.  Gil  Gerald,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  minority  affairs  for  the  National 
AIDS  Network  said,  “The  new  and  differ¬ 
ent  breed  of  people  appointed  has  come 
about  only  because  the  administration  has 
been  embarrassed  by  reports  in  the  press, 
resignations  and  the  lawsuit.” 

Gerald  and  Vaid  expressed  hope  that  the 
new  members  of  the  Commission  would 
forge  a  coalition  with  other  moderate 
members,  such  as  Dr.  Frank  Lilly,  the  only 
gay  member  of  the  Commission.  Vaid  said 
that  Gebbie  has  been  “a  real  friend  of  the 
community  who  will  approach  the  issue 
from  a  medical  rather  than  political  stand¬ 
point.”  Gerald  praised  Primme  for  helping 
build  networks  among  minority  AIDS 
educators  and  for  “calling  the  Black  com¬ 
munity  on  its  homophobia.” 

Retired  Admiral  James  Watkins,  who 
replaced  Mayberry  as  head  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion,  promised  a  preliminary  report  by 
December  7  and  a  final  draft  sometime  in 
the  summer. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Nan  Hunter,  director  of  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  Project,  told  GCN  the  nomination 
marks  the  “first  time  in  history  that  a  gay- 
related  decision  has  been  the  central  factor 
in  a  president’s  determining  whether  to 
nominate  someone  to  the  court.  For  anyone 
left  in  this  society  who  believes  that  gay  rights 
are  not  a  primary  issue,  this  will  stand  as 
refutation.” 

Senator  Jesse  Helms  (R-NC)  earlier 
threatened  to  filibuster  the  nomination  if 
Kennedy  was  selected  over  Judge  Douglas 
Ginsberg,  who  has  since  withdrawn.  Helms, 
Meese  and  other  far-right  idealogues 
believes,  according  to  Hunter,  that  Kennedy 
“simply  didn’t  go  far  enough  in  denying  gay 
rights.”  Kennedy,  she  added  may  have  an 
unusual  coalition  of  ultra-conservative  and 
liberal  opponents.  □ 


held  on  a  $125,000  bond  by  police  near  New 
London,  Conn.  He  was  apprehended  early 
on  the  morning  of  Nov.  12. 

Cambridge  Police  believe  Komnenus,  a 
Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  resident,  is 
responsible  for  at  least  12-15  drugging/rob¬ 
beries  in  Cambridge,  Boston,  Brookline  and 
Provincetown.  In  most  of  the  incidents  a 
man  calling  himself  Dominic  Perini  told  his 
targets  it  was  his  birthday  and  bought  each  a 
drink  which  he  drugged. 

Perini’s  victims  blacked  out  from  the 
drug  and  were  robbed,  often  after  they  were 
taken  to  their  own  homes. 

Detective  Lt.  Walter  Boyle  of  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Police  Department  said  “several 
things  led  us  to  develop  this  suspect.  Some 
from  the  news  media  and  some  from  an  ad¬ 
vocate  for  gay  and  lesbian  victims  of  crime 
[Joyce  Collier].” 

Boyle  said  he  expects  Komnenus  will  be 
transferred  to  Cambridge  on  Nov.  14. 
Komnenus  faces  charges  of  kidnapping, 
assault  with  a  dangerous  weapon  and 
larceny. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


“We,  as  educators,  must  make  AIDS 
prevention  sexy  for  adolescents,  not  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  constraint  and  control.  ” 

—  John  Whyte,  M.D.  at  the  New 
England  Medical  Center 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  Adolescents  currently  ac¬ 
count  for  fewer  than  one  percent  of  the 
reported  cases  of  AIDS  in  the  United  States. 
But  young  people  may  be  at  increasing  risk 
of  infection,  partly  due  to  some  special  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  adolescence  —  a  higher 
tendency  to  take  risks  and  experiment  with 
drugs  and  sexuality,  coupled  with  less 
maturity  in  communicating  about  sex  with 
potential  partners.  In  an  attempt  to  air  these 
concerns,  a  Massachusetts  state-wide  con¬ 
ference  on  Youth  and  AIDS  was  held  in 
Cambridge  on  Nov.  7. 

Sponsored  by  14  agencies,  including  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Public 
Health,  Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee 
and  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Ser¬ 
vice,  the  conference  was  designed  for  health 
care  workers,  teachers,  social  workers, 
public  officials  and  anyone  else  working 
with  young  people.  Students  and  parents 
were  also  welcomed,  though  most  of  the  200 
in  attendance  were  adult  professionals.  But 
one  small  group  of  articulate  young  men 
came  from  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Youth  (BAGLY),  and  another  con¬ 
tingent  of  activists  presented  a  peer  educa¬ 
tion  performance  on  AIDS  through  the 
Youth  Expression  Theater,  a  program  of  the 
Planned  Parenthood  League  of  Massachu¬ 
setts.  Overall,  the  adult  and  youth  par¬ 
ticipants  seemed  overwhelmed  with  concern 

Mass,  rights 
on  hold 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  As  GCN  goes  to  press 
ponents  of  the  Massachusetts  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  bill  are  fighting  to  keep  the  bill 
from  being  amended  to  death  in  the  Senate. 
Supporters  of  the  legislation  remain  fearful 
that  a  final  vote  could  be  delayed  until  after 
the  current  legislative  session.  An  initial  vote 
is  unlikely  to  occur  before  Monday,  Nov.  15. 

An  amendment  proposed  on  Nov.  10  by 
Sen.  Arthur  Lewis  (D-Boston),  which  would 
have  completely  gutted  the  bill,  was  de¬ 
feated  two  days  later  by  a  22-17  margin.  The 
Lewis  amendment  would  have  narrowed  the 
scope  of  the  legislation  to  forbid  landlords 
and  real  estate  agents  from  asking  someone 
their  sexual  orientation. 

A  motion  to  “table  discussion”  of  the 
Lewis  amendment  was  also  defeated  22-17. 
Had  this  amendment  passed,  the  bill  could 
not  have  been  voted  on  in  this  legislative  ses¬ 
sion,  which  will  end  in  less  than  two  months. 

Lewis  has  been  one  of  the  most  vocal  op¬ 
ponents  of  the  bill.  Calling  the  bill  reverse’ 
discrimination,  he  has  stated  the  legislation 
will  take  the  civil  rights  movement  “back 
100  years.”  Lewis  was  a  virulent  opponent 
of  busing  in  Boston  in  the  1970s. 

Two  amendments  to  the  bill  were  passed 
on  Nov.  13.  Both  call  for  non-binding  state¬ 
wide  referendums  if  the  legislation  passes. 
One  amendment  proposes  a  ballot  question 
for  next  year’s  statewide  elections  which 
would  ask  voters  if  they  approve  of  the  law 
which  “makes  it  unlawful  to  discriminate  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  preference  in  housing  and 
employment.”  The  other  ballot  question  is 
slated  for  the  upcoming  presidential 
primary  and  asks  whether  voters  wish  to 
repeal  an  act  which  provides  legal  rights  bas¬ 
ed  on  sexual  orientation.  The  first  amend¬ 
ment  passed  23-16.  The  second  amendment 
passed  27-12. 
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that  young  people  may  be  the  next  special 
population  hit  hard  by  the  AIDS  crisis. 

The  issue  of  AIDS  prevention  for  youth  is 
complex,  with  varied  concerns  for  com¬ 
munities  of  color,  gay  and  straight  kids  and 
males  and  females.  For  example,  just  as  gay 
men  have  been  the  consistent  force  behind 
AIDS  activism,  some  gay  young  men  are 
emerging  as  leaders  among  their  peers  in 
awareness  about  safer  sex  and  the  politics  of 
the  AIDS  epidemic.  Young  lesbians,  how¬ 
ever,  struggle  with  a  lack  of  information 
about  the  transmission  of  AIDS  among 
women,  and  are  also  included  as  targets  of 
AIDS-hysteric  homophobia.  For  straight 
teenagers,  the  biggest  area  of  concern 
around  AIDS  may  be  a  misperceived  sense 
that  it  is  someone  else’s  problem.  And  Black 
and  Latino  youth,  straight  or  gay,  afe  al¬ 
ready  among  populations  affected 
disproportionately  by  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

The  keynote  address  of  the  day-long 
conference  was  given  by  Eric  Rofes,  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director  of  the  Los  Angeles  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Community  Services  Center,  and  a 
long-time  AIDS  activist.  In  an  impassioned 
talk  that  evoked  tears  from  listeners,  he 
compared  the  situation  of  youth  today  with 
that  of  gay  men  five  years  ago.  He  described 
the  communities  as  oppressed  groups  noted 
for  higher  tendencies  for  self-denial  and 
self-hatred,  drug  and  alcohol  abuse,  aliena¬ 
tion  from  their  families  and  a  lack  of 
recognition  from  the  media.  Said  Rofes, 
“It’s  estimated  that  45-80  percent  of  self- 
identified  gay  men  in  the  U.S.  are  HIV¬ 
positive.  We’re  in  a  parallel  situation  now 
with  kids  —  in  five  years,  that  many  young 

Continued  on  page  6 


bill  still 


It  is  expected  that  opponents  of  the 
legislation  will  continue  to  attempt  to  delay 
a  vote.  Sen.  Edward  Kirby  (R-Whitman) 
said  in  a  speech  before  the  Senate  last  week 
that  even  if  more  than  50  percent  of  the 
senators  support  the  legislation,  he  will  fight 
adamantly  to  prevent  the  bill  from  coming 
to  a  vote  during  this  legislative  session. 
Lewis  has  stated  that  if  the  bill  is  initially 
passed  by  the  Senate  he  will  tie  it  up  in  the 
Committee  on  Third  Reading,  which  he 
chairs.  All  legislation  initially  passed  by  the 
Senate  must  pass  out  of  that  committee 
before  coming  up  for  a  final  vote. 

Senate  President  William  Bulger,  an  op¬ 
ponent  of  the  bill,  has  the  power  to  stop  in¬ 
ordinate  delays.  Bulger  has  been  pressured 
by  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis  to  let  the  bill  come 
for  a  vote.  But  a  key  aide  to  Bulger,  Paul 
Mahone,  told  a  group  of  Christian  funda¬ 
mentalists  that  the  bill  is  “dangerous.” 
Mahone  also  told  the  fundamentalists  it  was 
very  likely  the  bill  will  be  seriously  delayed. 

Sen.  Royal  Bolling,  a  key  supporter  of  the 
bill,  told  GCN  it  is  imperative  that  Bulger 
halt  the  delay  tactics.  “Lewis  publicly 
stated  that  his  objective  is  to  obstruct  and 
delay  the  bill,”  said  Bolling.  “They  no 
longer  can  go  under  the  guise  of  parliamen¬ 
tary  maneuvering.  It’s  out  in  the  open.  Their 
objective  is  to  deny  at  least  one  half  of  the 
Sentate  their  right  to  vote  in  favor  [of  the 
bill].” 

Arline  Isaacson,  co-chair  of  the 
Massachusetts  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Caucus,  called  the  delay  of  the  bill 
“perverse.”  “They  call  us  perverts.  If  you 
wanted  to  design  a  byzantine,  perverse,  con¬ 
voluted  [process]  you  couldn’t  come  up  with 
a  better  one  than  this.”D 

Staff  writer  Elizabeth  Pincus  contributed 
to  this  story. 
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...and  backs  down  in  bid 
to  pack  Court 

Latest  nominee  on  the  record  in  gay  rights  case 


‘Who’s  calling  whom  perverse?’  asks  les/gay  caucus 
co-chair 
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Come  prepared 
for  a  good  time 

RETREAT  UPDATE 

(Nov.  21-22) 

Everyone  (all  volunteers,  old  and  current  board 
members,  etc.)  is  welcome  —  and  encouraged  — 
to  come  along  for  GCN’s  first  annual  retreat. 
The  staff,  board  and  some  volunteers  have  been 
schmoozing  about  the  trip;  here's  our  tentative 
agenda: 

Saturday  we’ll  gather  between  4  and  5  p.m.  at 
Packard  Manse  (a  huge  house  about  Zi  hour  from 
Boston).  We'll  do  some  large  and  small  group  talk¬ 
ing  to  get  to  know  one  another  and  to  pick  discus¬ 
sion  topics  for  Sunday.  After  dinner  (potluck)  peo¬ 
ple  can  choose  between  watching  videos,  playing 
music  (bring  guitars,  etc.)  or  just  hanging  out. 

We’ve  planned  two  large  group  discussion  times 
on  Sunday,  with  a  two  hour  block  in  the  middle  for 
eating,  playing  (rumor  has  it  many  Twister  games 
will  appear)  or  more  discussion.  We’ll  wrap  up  by 
5  p.m.  on  Sunday. 

Call  to  talk  about  car-pooling,  to  tell  us  what 
dish  you’ll  bring,  or  to  get  directions:  426-4469. 
Do  join  in! 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Segregating  HIV  positives 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  say  that  1  am  a  gay  male, 
25,  and  very  proud  of  what  we  stand  for. 

I’m  having  problems  right  now,  as  I  have 
tested  HIV  positive.  I  cannot  start  to  explain 
what  I’m  going  through  in  here,  but  from  the 
depths  of  my  heart  I’m  asking  you  and  the 
gay  community  to  send  letters  asking  for  my 
proper  classification  status,  which  should  be 
where  there  are  other  HIV  positive  inmates, 
on  administration  segregation  status.  This 
would  help  my  emotional  state  tremendous¬ 
ly- 

Every  time  I  go  to  a  doctor,  lawyer  or 
anywhere,  they  use  the  plastic  gloves,  which 
causes  a  lot  of  emotional  grief.  The  other 
prisoners  know  what  the  gloves  mean  and 
are  not  ‘supportive’.  If  I  were  housed  with 
other  HIV  positives  I  would  be  able  to  cope 
a  whole  lot  better.  My  physical  safety  is  not 
guaranteed  elsewhere.  I  don’t  know  how 
much  more  stress  I  can  handle.  Please  send 
me  a  subscription  to  your  paper.  Any  letters 
in  support  of  my  placement  with  other  HIVs 
can  be  sent  to:  Warden  Alford,  Rt.l  Box 
150,  Tennessee  Colony,  TX  75861. 

Sincerely 
Lewis  Vonelli 
403747  Coffield 
Rt.  1,  Box  150 
Tennessee  Colony,  TX  75861 
[Prisoner  Project  note:  In  case  you  get  con¬ 
fused  about  why  some  prisoners  want  to  be 
‘segregated’  and  others  don’t,  you  should  be 
aware  that  prisoners  and  /  'rison  ‘experiences '  are 


very  different  from  one  another.  Some  prisoners, 
for  example,  who  test  HIV  positive  or  who  are 
simply  gay  want  to  be  in  ‘protection  ’,  because  in 
the  ‘joint’  where  they  are  it  is  (relatively)  safe, 
even  though  there  may  be  little  (or  no!)  access  to 
companionship,  law  or  reading  libraries,  jobs, 
daily  exercise  /shower,  etc.  etc. 

Other  prisoners,  regardless  of  their  HI  V  status 
want  to  be  in  'general  population  ’  (with  the  bulk 
of  the  prisoners)  where  they  have  more  chance  of 
being  with  friends,  having  a  job,  going  to  school, 
etc.,  because  they  feel  they  can  take  care  of 
themselves  and  in  that  particular  joint  it  would 
not  be  life-threatening. 

All  prison  systems  work  on  the  ‘carrot-&-stick’ 
plan,  where  some  ‘facilities  ’  are  ‘safe  ’  and  some 
are  not.  The  (unpublic)  message  here  is:  “If  you 
(prisoner)  do  what  you  ’re  told,  you  ’ll  go  to  the 
safe  joint,  if  not  ...” 

Of  course,  out  gay  prisoners  often  can’t  do 
what  they’re  ‘told’  (be  strait/narrow  jerks).  Not 
so  different  in  some  ways  from  the  rest  of  life, 
no?] 

■ 

Commemorative  abortion 
medallions  next? 

Dear  GCN: 

I’d  like  to  take  a  moment  to  let  you  know 
how  much  I  objected  to  the  advertisement  in 
GCN  for  a  set  of  commemorative  AIDS 
medallions.  The  artwork  on  the  Phoenix 
was  laughable,  the  idea  of  connecting  an 
erotic  image  (the  young  man  draped  in  a 
towel)  with  a  sexually  transmitted  plague  is 
egregious,  and  the  whole  idea  of  making 
money  by  exploiting  a  human  disaster  is  in 
the  poorest  of  taste.  What’s  next  —  com¬ 
memorative  abortion  medallions? 

You  have  too  excellent  a  paper  to  let  its 
reputation  become  tarnished  by  association. 

Thanks  for  listening. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Peter  Mumford 
Lynn,  MA 

More  flack  for  Visa 

Dear  GCN: 

The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  wrote 
to  Working  Assets  —  a  “socially  responsi¬ 
ble”  investment  fund: 

Dear  Sir  or  Madam: 

I  have  had  your  Working  Assets  Visa  card 
for  quite  some  time  now  and  have  enjoyed 
using  it  (prudently,  of  course)  knowing  that 
each  transaction  puts  money  into  the  coffers 
of  a  variety  of  progressive  organizations. 

I  am  writing  to  you,  however,  to  inform 
you  that  I  will  not  be  able  to  use  your  Visa 
card  until  further  notice.  The  reason  for  this 
is  because  the  Visa  organization  has  decided 
to  donate  5C  to  the  U.S.  Olympic  Committee 
every  time  the  Visa  card  is  used  between  July 
1,  1987-December  31,  1987  and  April  1, 
1988-September  30,  1988. 

As  you  may  or  may  not  be  aware,  the  U.S. 
Olympic  Committee  brought  a  homophobic 
law  suit  against  the  organization  that  spon¬ 
sors  the  Gay  Games.  Originally,  the  Gay 
Games  were  called  the  Gay  Olympics. 
However,  the  U.S.  Olympic  Committee 
sued,  stating  that  they  had  an  exclusive 
copyright  to  the  name  “Olympic.”  This  suit 
has  been  upheld  by  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court. 

The  word  “Olympic,”  as  we  all  know,  is 
used  constantly:  the  Handicapped  Olym¬ 
pics,  the  Children’s  Olympics,  the  Clam¬ 
bake  Olympics,  etc.  The  U.S.  Olympic 
Committee  has  never  tried  to  stop  any  other 
group  from  using  that  word.  It  is  only 
because  of  homophobia,  pure  and  simple, 
that  they  brought  suit  against  the  Gay  Olym¬ 
pics. 

While  I  support  the  Working  Assets 
ideals,  as  a  gay  man  I  cannot,  in  good  cons¬ 
cience,  use  the  Visa  card  while  Visa  is  mak¬ 
ing  these  donations.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if 
my  Visa  card  was  from  any  organization 
other  than  Working  Assets,  I  would  cut  it  in 
half  and  return  it.  That  is  still  a  possible 
course  of  action,  one  I  would  not  like  to 
take,  but  one  I  may  have  to  depending  on 
your  response  to  this  situation. 

What  can  you  do  to  convince  me  other¬ 
wise?  You  can  make  Working  Assets  Visa 
cardholders  aware  of  what  Visa  is  doing  and 
encourage  them  to  write  letters  of  protest  to: 
Jan  Soderstrom 
Visa  Marketing  Department 
Olympic  Program 
P.O.  Box  8999 
San  Francisco,  CA  94218 

and  send  a  copy  to: 
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SUSTAIN  GCN 


And  yourself  and  your  community. 


Keeping  GCN  going  keeps  you  going.  GCN’s  news  stories,  features 
and  letters  inform  you,  entertain  you.  and  activate  you. 

Join  over  75  Sustainers  nationwide  who  have  pledged  to  support  a 
special  GCN  project,  and  to  play  a  vital  role  in  keeping  GCN  alive. 
And  kicking. 

Here’s  how  it  works.  Pledge  $120  or  more/year  (current  pledges 
range  from  $  1 20-2500/year.  (That’s  as  little  as  SlO/month!)  You  can 
send  your  pledge  all  at  once,  or  in  installments  throughout  the  year, 
preceded  by  GCN’s  friendly  reminders.  Your  1987  pledge  is  ear¬ 
marked  to  cover  some  of  the  cost  of  our  recent  move  (think  of  it  as 
a  rent  party  that  lasts  all  year).  In  addition,  we  hope  to  raise  enough 
Sustainer  money  to  purchase  a  stat  camera,  a  piece  of  equipment 
which  will  greatly  reduce  our  weekly  production  costs. 

In  return,  we’ll  send  you: 

•  a  year’s  subscription  to  GCN 

•  two  complimentary  12-week  subscriptions  for  friends,  lovers, 
family,  co-workers,  your  boss... 


•  an  invitation  to  our  annual  Sustainer  Party  bash,  hosted  by  GCN’s 
board  of  directors 

•  our  love  and  appreciation  for  supporting  the  country’s  oldest  gay. 
and  lesbian  newsweekly. 

All  you  have  to  do  to  sustain  GCN  and  your  community  is  fill  out 
this  coupon.  Then,  sit  back  and  see  how  good  you  feel. 

I  want  to  sustain  GCN  and  my  community! 

Sign  me/us  up  to  pledge: 

□  $120  □  $200  DIM  □  $400  □  $500  DSIOOO  □  Other 
to  be  made  over  the  next  12  months  in: 

□  one  □  two  □  three  □  four  installments 

Enclosed  is  my/our  first  tax  deductible  pledge  of  $ _ 

Name _ : _ _ _ 

Address  _ 


Mail  to:  GCN  Sustainers,  62  Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA  02116 

□ 


CELEBRATE 
OUR  IS4H  AND 
SAVE  IT  BUCKS 
OFF  THE 
NEWSSTAND 


City _ State _ Zip  _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □  I  year  $33  $ 

25  weeks  $20  $ 

25  weeks/low  income  $12  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner  $ 
•  Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 


These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Institutional  rate:  $40  per  year.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations,  which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 


GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit,  educational  foundation 


John  Krimsky 

Deputy  Secretary  General  of 
Development 

United  States  Olympic  Committee 
Olympic  House 
1750  East  Boulder  Street 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80909 
You  can  also  write  a  letter  of  protest  to 
Visa  yourselves  and,  at  the  same  time, 
donate  all  monies  gathered  during  these 
periods  of  time  exclusively  to  lesbian  and 
gay  organizations,  any  and  all  of  which  are 
constantly  in  need  of  funds.  I  received  the 
information  in  this  letter  from  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News,  a  newspaper  published  in 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  from  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance  Against  Defamation,  Inc. 
(GLAAD),  an  organization  based  here  in 
New  York.  Both  of  these  groups,  as  well  as 
many  others,  would  welcome  the  donations. 

I  am  sure  that  there  are  many  other  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  with  your  card,  as  well  as 
straight  people  that  protest  homophobia.  I 
am  also  sure  that  I  am  not  alone  in  wanting 
to  see  you  take  a  stand  on  this  issue.  Work¬ 
ing  Assets  Visa,  after  all,  is  supposed  to  be 
the  card  with  a  conscience. 

1  look  forward  to  your  response. 

Sincerely, 
Robert  Kaplan 
New  York,  NY 

P.S.  GCN:  As  an  ex-Bostonian  who’s  been 
subscribing  for  over  10  years,  I  just  want  to 
say  I’m  so  very  glad  GCN  exists. 


This  isn’t  a  monastery;  it’s  a 
prison 

Dear  GCN: 

I  received  both  your  letter  and  the  infor¬ 
mation  packet  concerning  AIDS.  Thank 
you  very  much  for  both.  Just  last  week 
‘security’  decided  to  air  2  videos  on  AIDS. 
The  warden  and  doctor  were  there  to  answer 
questions,  which  we  fired  at  them  like  an 
avalanche.  Their  suggestion  was  that  we 
resort  to  celibacy.  This  isn’t  a  monastery, 
it’s  a  prison.  When  I  pushed  the  doctor  for 
her  ‘personal’  solution,  she  showed  her  true 
homophobic  colors.  She  threw  the  Bible  at 
us,  saying  the  homosexuality  was  perverse 
and  turning  from  it  would  free  us  of  disease. 

After  the  brass  left,  some  inmates  who 
witnessed  the  debate  came  over  and  asked 
me  some  questions.  The  doctor  had  used 
college  level  medical  terminology  that  most 
inmates  couldn’t  understand.  But  when  I 
broke  everything  down  to  a  common  level, 
they  understood  it  perfectly. 

The  officials  had  decided  to  show  the 
videos  to  relieve  their  consciences  and  allow 
themselves  to  say  that  the  responsibility  for 
AIDS  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  prisoners. 
AIDS  is  the  cure  in  their  eyes  for  their  ‘over¬ 
population’  problem  here. 

The  average  educational  level  of  the 
prisoners  here  is  4th  or  5th  grade.  How  does 
the  staff  of  this  prison  expect  these  people  to 
understand  language  like  ‘Pneumocystis 
carinii  pneumonia,  Kaposi’s  sarcoma.  Lym¬ 
phomas,  etc.  etc.?  And  they  refuse  to  speak 
language  that  all  of  us  can  relate  to. 

They  talk  to  us  as  if  we  were  just  illiterates 
and  deserving  of  death,  and  they  despise  the 
laws  that  (sometimes,  when  we  can  get  the 
attention  of  a  lawyer)  protect  our  rights. 

There  are  more  than  40  confirmed  cases 
here  in  Angola  and  the  ‘medical’  staff  just 
feeds  them  antibiotics  hoping  it  will  keep 
other  inmates  from  noticing  the  infections. 
Security  is  terrified  by  the  thought  that 
uneducated  prisoners  will  riot  if  they  learn 
that  there  are  people  with  AIDS  among  us. 

And  that’s  what’s  really  sad  —  that  the 
prisoners  won’t  unite  against  the  spread  of 
the  virus  until  after  someone  they  were  close 
to  has  died.  And  with  ‘closeness’  being  as 
rare  as  it  is  in  here,  . . . 

I’m  going  to  do  everything  in  my  power  to 
educate  my  fellow  inmates,  my  friends. 
There  are  some  others  willing  to  help.  But 
even  as  much  as  we  know,  there  are  still 
questions  we’ve  been  asked  that  we  have 
trouble  answering.  I  wrote  to  Surgeon 
General  Koop  over  a  month  ago  requesting 
his  reports  on  AIDS,  but  as  of  this  letter 
have  received  no  reply.  There  are  others  too 
who  have  ignored  my  letters  requesting  in¬ 
formation,  probably  dismissing  them 
because  I’m  a  prisoner. 

I’ll  close  now,  but  wish  to  thank  you  once 
again  for  your  help. 

Sincerely, 
Richard  Dennard 
108996  Magnolia  4 
Angola,  LA  70712 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Coming  home 
and  back  into 
the  closet 

By  W.  Nash 

1  wish  to  compliment  you  on  your  recent 
news  and  photographic  coverage  of  the  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  March  on  Washington.  It  has 
been  one  of  the  more  accurate  and  positive 
sources  of  information,  as  well  as  a  fine 
report  of  the  spectrum  of  intense  emo¬ 
tions  so  strongly  experienced  by  those  of  us 
who  participated  that  weekend.  I  am  sure 
many  others  besides  myself  felt  an  over¬ 
whelming  sense  of  pride  and  valid  self- 
worth  that  weekend,  as  well  as  sadness  and 
deep  frustration  as  we  returned  to  our  emo¬ 
tionally  cold  and  homophobic  environ¬ 
ments. 

I  realized  some  time  ago,  when  I  came 
out  with  pride  and  dignity  to  my  family, 
friends,  and  work  colleagues,  that  the  in¬ 
tensity  of  these  emotions  was  not  just  a 
privilege,  but  our  human  right.  However, 
the  struggle  to  maintain  this  personal 
premise  has  never  been  more  painful  than 
now.  This  is  largely  due  to  a  personal  situa¬ 
tion  that  I  am  certain  I  share  with  many  of 
your  readers. 

My  lover  and  I  come  from  vastly  dif¬ 
ferent  experiences.  I  analogize  us  to  the 
proverbial  “closet”:  I  burst  out  a  year  and 
a  half  ago  and  burned  down  the  door  so  I 
could  not  go  back;  my  lover  has  spent  the 
last  7  years  peeking  out  through  a  crack 
that  varies  in  size,  depending  upon  his  state 
of  mind  and  immediate  surroundings  — 
always  with  one  hand  firmly  on  the  closet 
doorknob.  This  has  raised  many  issues  in 
our  relationship,  both  politically  and  per¬ 
sonally,  but  until  D.C.  had  never  threaten¬ 
ed  our  deep  respect  for  our  differences. 

To  see  someone  you  love  march  for  the 
dignity  and  respect  of  his  lifestyle  (which  in¬ 
cludes  your  relationship)  return  home  to 

/  write  to  our  closeted 
lovers:  each  time  you 
deny  our  existence , 
you  cut  away  a  piece 
of  the  integrity  of  our 
love ,  and  eventually 
the  damage  is 
irreparable 

crawl  back  into  the  comfortable  closet  is 
virtually  unbearable.  The  harsh  message 
that  I  ultimately  receive  is  that  he  believes 
the  lies  of  the  homophobic  community,  and 
that  through  their  imposed  ignorance  he 
must  always  look  upon  our  love  with  shame 
and  nonacceptance.  This  message  comes 
only  after  acknowledging  that  I  have  loved 
and  respected  a  man  that  does  not  love  and 
respect  himself.  For  this  I  cannot  stop  lov¬ 
ing  him,  nor  can  I  hate  the  community  that 
created  him  through  their  fear,  for  many  of 
my  loved  ones  exist  within  this  community. 

I  write  for  so  many  others  who  feel  as  I 
do.  For  all  the  others  who  have  shared 
dreams  of  a  life  together  with  their  lovers. 
For  those  of  us  who  ask  our  closeted  lovers 
for  only  a  movement  toward  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  our  existence.  A  movement  that  ex¬ 
tends  beyond  a  seemingly  daring  touch  of 
our  hand  in  public  (or  the  like).  A  move¬ 
ment  that  tests  the  love  of  their  biological 
family  (the  so-called  unconditional  love) 
and  attempts  to  integrate  “them”  and 
“us.”  A  movement  that  commands  respect 
from  their  chosen  family  by  the  presence  of 
their  own  self-respect.  A  movement  toward 
our  true  unity. 

I  write  for  all  of  us  who  know  we  can  on¬ 
ly  exist  within  relationships  that 
acknowledge  inherent  dignity  and  respect. 
For  those  of  us  who  believed  in  the  Doris 
Day  and  Rock  Hudson  love  stories  and 
have  learned  to  re-gender  the  role  most  ap¬ 
propriate.  For  those  of  us  who  believe  that 
happy  endings  can  form  from  seemingly 
dark  beginnings. 

I  write  this  for  all  of  us  who  have  march¬ 
ed  and  carried  the  “absence”  of  our  present 
lovers. 


But  mostly  I  write  this  to  our  lovers:  each 
time  you  deny  our  existence,  you  cut  away  a 
piece  of  the  integrity  of  our  love,  and  even¬ 
tually  the  damage  is  irreparable.  For  too 
long  we  have  taken  our  sexuality  lying 
down.  Well,  we  have  learned  to  march  and 
will  continue  to  do  so  with  or  without  your 
true  presence  beside  us.  We  will  carry  you 
at  times  when  you  truly  need  us,  but  we  are 
only  human.  Please  —  come  out  for  life  or 
come  out  for  love. ..but,  just  come  out  for 
good! 

W.  Nash  is  a  GCN  reader  from  Boston 


Raids  and 
HIV  testing 
in  Costa  Rica 

By  Demitrio  Boniche 

For  how  long  have  we  read  in  newspapers 
and  bulletins  about  police  raids  of  locales 
frequented  by  gays?  And  how  much  more 
will  we  have  to  hear  about  it  until  people 
are  outraged  enough  to  stop?  Or  will  it  be 
already  too  late? 

Once  more  the  subject  is  gay  oppression, 
a  subject  certainly  not  new  to  the  communi¬ 
ty.  Most  of  us  have  unfortunately  become 
bored  and  apathetic  to  the  point  of  insen¬ 
sitivity. 

My  plea  this  time  concerns  Costa  Rica,  a 
small  democracy  quietly  hiding  in  turmoil- 
ridden  Central  America,  where  in  March 
and  April  1  visited  family  and  friends.  And 
as  gay  activists  are  known  to  do  when  they 
travel,  I  contacted  gay  groups  and  members 
of  the  community. 

So  1  asked  the  questions  on  my 
mind.  What  has  been  happening  within  the 
gay  community  regarding  AIDS?  Are  there 
cases  reported?  What  are  the  official 
government  policies?  What  follows  is  what 
I  learned  during  my  visit. 

On  the  weekend  of  March  27-29,  police 
raided  the  disco  “Torre  Nueva”  in  San 
Jose,  a  “petit  bourgeoise”  night  spot 
frequented  by  the  gay  middle  class.  Ap¬ 
proximately  300  patrons  were  detained  for 
24  hours.  One  week  after  the  incident,  1  met 
some  of  the  detainees  and  was  astounded  at 
their  refusal  to  give  me  any  account  of  the 
incident.  Why? 

Harassment,  confiscation  of  porno  films 
in  bathhouses,  closing  down  of  bathhouses, 
rest  areas  and  dark  rooms,  identification 
checks,  etc.  have  all  become  commonplace 
in  San  Jose  during  recent  months.  And 
what  are  the  reasons  being  given?  Violation 
of  public  moral  code,  corruption,  drug 
possession,  etc.  Due  to  these  accusations 
gays  have  had  to  pay  fines,  become  listed  in 
security  files  of  the  Organizacion  de  In¬ 
vestigation  Judicial  (OIJ),  a  government 
body  well  known  for  its  repressive  police  ac¬ 
tions. 

Meanwhile,  the  media  has  consistently 
played  its  part  in  lodging  a  propaganda 
campaign  against  AIDS.  Edgar  Mohs,  the 
Minister  of  Health,  has  called  on  Parlia¬ 
ment  to  vote  for  mandatory  AIDS  testing 

Harassment , 
confiscation  of  porno 
films ,  identification 
checks  have  all 
become  commonplace 
in  San  Jose  during 
recent  months 

of  all  government  employees  and  students. 
In  the  newspapers  and  on  television, 
photographs  and  interviews  depict  officials 
taking  the  test  and  calling  on  the  public  to 
support  their  proposals  in  order  to  limit  the 
spread  of  the  disease.  I  have  also  learned 
that  all  foreign  students  wishing  to  reside  in 
Costa  Rica  are  required  to  present  proof 
that  they  test  negative  for  AIDS  before  they 
can  receive  a  resident  visa.  Up  to  now  only 
two  countries  require  this  for  international 
students  (the  other  being  Finland). 
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But  the  test  in  Costa  Rica  is  not 
anonymous.  Several  clinics  perform  the 
test,  but  the  patient  must  give  his/her  name 
and  address.  The  reasons  being  given:  to 
start  a  file  and  if  tested  positive,  a  follow-up 
investigation.  Why,  I  say,  if  there  is  no  cure 
and  it  should  be  up  to  the  individual  to 
decide  and  not  to  the  government.  Why  the 
police  harassment  and  arrests?  Supposedly 
to  prevent  and  stop  the  spread  of  AIDS. 
What  really  infuriated  me  after  all  this  was 
to  hear  a  doctor  from  this  ministry  saying 
that  there  are  many  ways  “through  which 
AIDS  is  propagated”;  yet  it  is  a  medical 
fact  that  there  are  only  two:  blood  and  ex¬ 
change  of  sexual  fluids. 

But  what  are  the  gays  and  lesbians  doing? 
No  group  has  come  out  publicly  against 
these  actions,  which  actually  is  not  too 
shocking  in  a  country  where  there  is  not 
even  a  public  gay  or  lesbian  community. 
But  Costa  Rica  is  only  one  example. 
Throughout  the  world,  there  is  not  enough 
intolerance  of  these  intolerant  actions. 

1  call  upon  members  of  the  International 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Association  (ILGA),  as 
well  as  all  concerned  individuals,  to  send  let¬ 
ters  of  protest  to  the  various  governmental 
departments  (health,  immigration,  etc.) 
demanding  the  END  of  these  repressive  ac¬ 
tions,  and  demanding  the  END  of  the  man¬ 
datory  AIDS  test.  Instead,  we  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  educate  and  inform  the  public, 
both  gay  and  straight,  about  the  truth  and 
against  homophobia,  before  it  is  too  late 
for  all  people. 

Government  Departments: 

Sr.  Ministro 
Rolando  Ramirez 
Ministerio  de  Gobernacion 
San  Jose,  Costa  Rica 

Sr.  Ministro 

Dr.  Edgar  Mohs 

Ministerio  de  Salud 

Apartado  745 

1000  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica 

Sr.  Ministro 
Hernan  Garron 

Ministerio  de  Seguridad  Publica 
San  Jose,  Costa  Rica 

Sr.  Francisco  Villalobos 
Jefe  de  Immigracion 
Ministerio  de  Gobernacion 
San  Jose,  Costa  Rica 

Please  send  copies  of  all  letters  to: 

Demitrio  Boniche 
Blucherstrasse  14 
5300  Bonn  1  FRG 

Demitrio  Boniche  is  a  reader  from  Ger¬ 
many. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 
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Les  /  gay  Jews  unite 

New  Jewish  Agenda  organizes  meeting 
at  National  March 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 


Drop  everything  and  go! 


By  Maida  Tilchen 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Jewish  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  and  friends  gathered  dur¬ 
ing  the  March  on  Washington  weekend  for  a 
moving  and  unifying  ceremony  and  celebra¬ 
tion.  Hundreds  crammed  into  a  too-small 
room,  while  others  packed  into  the  ad¬ 
joining  halls  and  still  others  were  turned 
away  for  lack  of  space. 

The  Oct.  10  evening’s  events  began  with  a 
havdalah  ceremony,  which  marks  the  end  of 
the  Jewish  sabbath  on  Saturday  night.  A 
braided,  three-wicked  candle  was  lit,  cups  of 
wine  passed,  and  prayers  recited,  led  by 
Yoel  Kahn,  the  rabbi  from  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  gay/lesbian  synagogue,  and  musician 
Ronnie  Gilbert.  After  the  candle  was  ex¬ 
tinguished  in  a  cup  of  wine,  Ronnie  sang  in 
Yiddish  and  English.  Elliot  Pilshaw,  Ruth 
Pelham  and  Alix  Dobkin  each  performed  a 
short  set,  with  many  sing-alongs  included. 

It  was  the  sing-alongs  that  brought  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  Jewish  community  of  the  U.S. 
together  so  movingly.  One  participant 
remarked  that  the  event  felt  very  much  like 
events  at  Jewish  summer  camps  which 
many  present  had  attended.  Jewish  summer 
camps  and  songs  have  been  a  prime  educa¬ 
tional  tool  for  teaching  Jewish  kids  to  have 
pride  in  their  heritage  and  loyalty  to  their 
community.  And  now  at  last  the  gay/lesbian 


kids  were  singing  together  —  everything 
from  “We  are  a  gentle,  angry  people...”  to 
a  Hebrew  song,  a  standard  of  Jewish  sum¬ 
mer  camps,  whose  lyrics  go  something  like 
“the  world  is  really  tough,  the  work  to  be 
done  looks  impossible,  be  that  as  it  may.  I’m 
going  to  try  to  fix  it.” 

The  event  was  organized  by  New  Jewish 
Agenda,  which  is  not  a  gay/lesbian  group, 
but  a  national  group  for  progressive  Jews 
working  on  many  issues  —  lesbian/gay 
rights,  feminism,  anti-nuclear  concerns,  and 
Central  America.  A  particularly  poignant 
moment  came  when  singer  Ruth  Pelham  in¬ 
troduced  her  presumably  straight  parents  to 
the  crowd,  explaining  that  their  attitudes 
about  her  lesbianism  have  improved  con¬ 
siderably  since  she  first  came  out  to  them. 

Although  there  is  an  international 
organization  of  Jewish  lesbian/gay  con¬ 
gregations  which  has  held  gatherings  in 
several  countries,  the  Oct.  10  convocation 
will  certainly  be  a  landmark  for  Jewish  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  in  the  U.S.  Even  the  con¬ 
vergence  of  four  Jewish  musicians  felt 
significant  —  each  has  been  successful  in  the 
lesbian,  women’s,  or  gay  men’s  music  cir¬ 
cuits,  but  Jewish  lesbian/gay  music  in  itself 
really  has  no  identity. 

□filed  from  Boston 


Scondras  aides  sue 
councilors 

(Take  your  vote.  And  I  guarantee  you  a  civil  rights  case 
you  will  never  hear  the  end  of.  ’ 


“Take  your  vote.  And  I  guarantee  you  a 
civil  rights  case  you  will  never  hear  the  end 
of.” 

— Gay  City  Councilor  David 
Scondras,  addressing  the  Boston  City  Coun¬ 
cil  shortly  before  it  voted  to  fire  two  of  his 
aides. 

By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  The  Civil  Liberties  Union  of 
Massachusetts  filed  a  suit  against  the  Boston 
City  Council  on  behalf  of  two  gay  aides  to 
Scondras  who  were  fired  last  month. 

The  suit,  filed  on  November  5,  claims  the 
City  Council  violated  the  first  amendment 
rights  of  French  Wall  and  Gary  Dotterman. 
Wall  and  Dotterman  were  fired  for  their  in¬ 


volvement  in  the  Committee  for  Civil  Liber- 
tis  and  Sexual  Freedom  (CCLSF),  an  organ¬ 
ization  formed  to  ensure  fair  treatment  of  all 
parties  in  cases  where  sex  is  alleged  between 
gay  people  and  minors. 

The  suit  also  states  that  the  Council  de¬ 
nied  the  aides  due  process  of  the  law  and 
violated  Massachusetts  civil  rights  law. 
Wall  and  Dotterman  were  not  allowed  to 
state  their  case  before  the  Council. 

The  suit  seeks  more  than  $5,000  in  dam¬ 
ages,  as  well  as  back  pay  for  the  aides  from 
the  individual  councilors  who  voted  in  favor 
of  the  firing.  Scondras  and  Councilor 
Charles  Yancey  were  the  only  councilors 
who  did  not  vote  against  the  aides.  □ 


Youth 

Continued  from  page  3 

people  could  be  infected.  It  rips  me  apart. 
But  we’re  more  educated  now  and  shouldn’t 
let  it  hit  again  like  a  ton  of  bricks.” 

Rofes  also  denounced  the  tendency  to 
describe  kids  as  innocent  victims.  “There 
are  no  ‘innocent  victims,’  just  as  there  are 
no  ‘guilty  victims,’  ”  he  stressed.  “People 
develop  the  disease  in  different  ways  and  all 
of  our  lives  are  on  the  line.  For  kids,  safer 
sex  education  is  much  more  complicated 
than  ‘Just  Say  No’  to  drugs  or  sex.  We 
must  empower  kids  to  make  choices,  to 
communicate.... We  must  encourage  self¬ 
esteem  so  there’s  a  youth  culture  to  support 
choices.  We  must  be  non-judgmental  and 
give  kids  the  best  information  possible.” 

Youth  participants  at  the  conference  ex¬ 
pressed  agreement  that  peer  education 
seems  the  best  method  for  learning  about 
AIDS  prevention.  Many  of  the  conference 
facilitators  pointed  out  that  gay  teenage 
men,  who  may  already  be  ostracized  among 
their  age  group,  need  support  in  sorting  out 
the  disinformation  that  has  produced  myths 
connecting  all  “homosexual  behavior”  with 
AIDS.  According  to  Kevin  Cranston,  the 
conference  coordinator  who  also  runs  the 
Youth  Project  of  Boston’s  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Service,  myths  abound  about 
AIDS  prevention  similar  to  fallacies  about 
pregnancy  prevention.  In  one  of  the 
workshop  presentations,  he  spoke  of  the 
need  to  reassure  kids  that  not  all  gay  sexuali¬ 
ty  is  high  risk. 

Cranston  strongly  advocates  support 
groups  like  BAGLY,  that  provide  safe,  non- 
coercive  meetings  for  young  gay  men  and 
lesbians  to  voice  their  concerns  and  spend 


time  together.  At  the  conference,  one 
BAGLY  member  heard  for  the  first  time 
about  races  to  put  condoms  on  bananas  as  a 
group  method  to  lessen  the  stigma  of  con¬ 
dom  use.  “That’s  what  we  need,”  he  said 
enthusiastically.  “Situations  that  takeaway 
the  weirdness  and  break  the  tension.  It’s 
helpful  to  hear  about  safer  sex  in  street 
language,  the  crude  stuff.  Everyone’s  a 
prude  at  first,  but  there’s  nothing  wrong 
with  having  fun  and  learning  something, 
too.” 

He  also  expressed  his  perception  that  it  is 
now  “uncool”  among  younger  gay  men  to 
practice  unsafe  sex.  He  also  spoke  of  the 
irony  of  having  to  educate  and  reassure  his 
parents  and  friends  about  safer  sex,  an  addi¬ 
tional  stress  during  the  already  difficult 
stages  of  adolescence  and  coming  out. 

Many  conference  participants  expressed 
concern  for  young  people  living  outside  ur¬ 
ban  areas  with  organized  gay  communities. 
Most  kids  live  in  climates  of  homophobia 
and  AIDS  panic,  where  physical  and  verbal 
fag-bashing  often  includes  accusations 
about  gay  people  as  spreaders  of  AIDS.  Six  years 
into  the  epidemic,  more  acknowledgement 
exists  about  the  risk  for  AIDS  among 
heterosexuals,  but  adolescents  do  not  yet 
have  access  to  explicit  information,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  educators.  The  government’s 
posture  of  suppression  is  evidenced  by  the 
recent  passage  of  the  Helms  amendment 
limiting  safer  sex  education.  Many  of  the 
conference  workshops  tried  to  offer  some 
hope  around  these  problems,  with  topics 
ranging  from  Kids,  Drugs  and  AIDS:  Multi¬ 
ple  Risks;  to  Homophobia  as  a  Barrier  to 
AIDS  Education;  to  Street  Youth.  Some 
workshops  offered  specific,  current  infor- 

Continued  on  page  10 
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“LONDON  ON  THE  TOWN” 

Treat  yourself  for  as  little  as 

$479  pp.  do. 

includes  roundtrip  air,  transfers,  2  nights  hotel, 
and  theater  ticket  vouchers 

Book  early  for  this  special  savings. 

Lowest  Prices  AH  Airlines 


Presented  by  Triangle  Theater  Company 
A  play  by  Larry  Kramer,  Directed  by  Steven  O’Donnell 

November  19,20,21,27,28  and  December  3,4,5,10,11,12 

Paramount  Penthouse  Theater,  58  Berkeley  Street,  Boston 
Curtain  8:00  p.m.  For  tickets  and 
information  call  426-3550 


You  cm  HAVY  IT  ALL 

For  Women  Only 

1-550-9036 


Evenings  7-12  p.m.:  .20  Isr  min.  / 
•  10  ea.  min.  thereafter  /  9  mins,  cost  $1.00 


Among  Friends 


SOME.  LIKE  rr WARM. 

- 


(BOSTON’S  BEST  MUSICAL! ■ 


“INTOXI¬ 

CATING!” 

—Arthur  Friedman, 
Boston  Herald 

“HILARIOUS!” 

—John  Engstrom, 
Boston  Glob* 


“PUNCH, 
PIZZA  22, 
SMASHING 
MATERIAL!” 

—Joyce  Kulhawlk, 
WBZ-TV 


LOOKING  AT  USED  CARS? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to  us  for 
a  complete  evaluation.  $35  for  4  or 
6  cylinder  cars  —  $5  extra  for  V-8, 
van  or  A/C  (with  this  ad).  If  you 
would  like  a  woman  mechanic  to 
work  on  your  car,  please  say  so 
when  you  make  your  appointment. 

J.  &  S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northhampton  Street 
_ 267-0300 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner, 
Barbara  Macy,  Michael  F.  Harrington 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


dollars  &  Sense 

On  October  1,  dollars  &  Sense  hit  the  news¬ 
stands  with  a  cover  story  that  asked: 

Is  there  a  depression  in  our  future? 

On  October  19,  the  stock  market 
plummeted  508  points,  and  everyone  in  the 
nation  was  asking  the  same  question. 

dollars  &  Sense 
SUBSCRIBE  NOW  You  need  to  know  about  the  economy. 
and  we’ll  send  you 
the  October  issue _ 

FREE!  TP  Start  my  subscription.  Enclosed  is  $14.95. 

1  □  Just  send  me  CRASH!  Here  is  $3.00.  1 

*  Name _ 

^Address _  • 

I  C  i  ty _ _ State _ Z i I 

One  Summer  Street,  Somerville,  MA  02143 

I _ I 


1:15-3:15-5:30-7:45-10:15 
Fri-Sat  12:15 


USA  CINEMAS 

HARVARD  SQ. 

lO.Church  Street 
864  4580 


12:30-2:45-5:00-7:50-10:1 
Fri-Sat  12:15 


USA  CINEMAS 

NICKELODEON 

606  Comm.  Axe 
424  1500 


...the  most 
improbably 

ENTERTAINING 

movie  of  1987." 

—Jay  Carr,  BOSTON  GLOBE 


MICKEY  FAYE 
ROURKE  DUNAWAY 

BARFL/ 

# CANNON _  [R 


Larry  Kert  and  Harvey  Evans  (seated,  L-R)  and  the  'Cagelles'  in  La  Cage  aux  folles 

Changing  men 


The  national  touring  company  brings  La  Cage  aux  folles 
back  to  where  it  all  began 


La  Cage  aux  folles.  Directed  by  Arthur  Laurents. 
Music  and  lyrics  by  Jerry  Herman.  Book  by  Harvey 
Fierstein.  With  Larry  Kert  and  Harvey  Evans.  At 
The  Wang  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts. 
Through  November  15. 

By  Christopher  Wittke 

Just  as  the  Broadway  production  of  the 
1984  Tony  Award-winning  Best  Musical, 
La  Cage  aux  folles,  is  about  to  trot  off  in¬ 
to  the  pages  of  theater  history,  a  relative¬ 
ly  strong  version  of  same  is  now  prancing 
out  the  glitter  and  the  frocks  in  a  limited  run 
in  Boston.  La  Cage  enjoyed  its  highly  suc¬ 
cessful  pre-Broadway  tryouts  here  in  1983, 
and  judging  from 
the  opening  night 
standing  ovations, 
is  in  for  a  warm 
reception  this  time  around,  too. 

The  very  familiar  La  Cage  storyline 
revolves  around  the  La  Cage  aux  folles  drag 
club  in  St.  Tropez  and  the  comic  chaos 
which  ensues  when  the  proprietor,  Georges, 
and  his  lover,  drag  diva  Albin,  attempt  to 
“straighten  up”  their  lives  for  a  visit  with 
the  conservative  future  in-laws  of  George’s 
son,  Jean-Michel.  Further  comic  relief  is  pro¬ 
vided  along  the  way  by  “Les  Cagelles,”  a 
wondrous  chorus  of  drag  queens  (played  by 
both  men  and  women,  although  1  defy  any 
audience  member  to  delineate  them  by  real- 
life  gender),  and  Jacob,  a  too-terrific  house- 
servant  of  Georges  and  Albin  who  walks  a 
thin  line  between  camp  nirvana  and  racist 
stereotype.  The  major  question  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  is  “Will  the  insensitive  Jean-Michel 
completely  alienate  Albin,  the  only  mother 
he  has  ever  known,  just  because  he’s  a  gay 
man  who  looks  fabulous  in  a  shimmery  glit¬ 
ter  number  with  matching  six  inch  pumps?” 

Larry  Kert,  star  of  last  year’s  prematurely 
closed  Rags,  brings  such  a  restrained  control 
to  his  portrayal  of  Georges  that  I  expect  it  is 
possible  to  see  his  temples  throbbing  in  the 
furthest  reaches  of  the  Wang  Center’s 
balcony.  His  first  real  warmth  comes  across 
half  way  through  Act  One  when  Georges  and 
Albin  harmonize  beautifully  on  “With  You 
on  My  Arm.”  From  that  point  on,  Kert  ac¬ 
tually  seems  involved  in  the  action  rather 
than  just  filling  up  space. 

Kert’s  early  cardboard  delivery  makes  it 
difficult  for  Kent  Gash,  who  starts  his  per¬ 


formance  of  the  flamboyant  Jacob,  the 
butler/maid,  at  several  levels  over  the  top. 
This  makes  their  initial  interaction  resemble 
a  contest  between  a  hyperactive  pitbull  on 
speed  and  a  stuffed  Benji  doll. 

It  is  quite  ironic  that  the  biggest  queen  in 
the  whole  production  is  Dan  O’Grady,  the 
man  cast  as  the  straight  son,  Jean-Michel  (or 
is  it  impolite  to  mention  that?).  Granted, 
apparently-straight  actors  have  been 
swishing  their  ways  through  one¬ 
dimensional  queer  roles  since  time  im¬ 
memorial.  But  O’Grady’s  inability  to  land 
anywhere  near  his  target  of  heterosexual 
line-towing  brings  unintended  fakeness  to  a 
show  that  thrives  on  illusion.  Gay  men 
should  play  straight  characters  —  and  they 
have  for  years  —  it’s  just  that  they  should  be 
better  actors  —  and  not  ask  us  to  suspend  so 
much  disbelief. 

The  eight  man/woman  troupe  of  Les 
Cagelles  really  are  as  wonderful  as  they  were 
designed  to  be.  Their  comic  interludes  and 
vivacious  can-can  line  are  the  glittery 
highlights  of  the  show  —  except  for  those 
moments  when  Harvey  Evans,  as  Albin,  is 
front  and  center. 

Evans  stands  a  wigged-head  and  padded 
shoulders  above  the  rest  of  the  cast.  His 
Albin  is  a  lovable,  sensitive  drag  queen  that 
only  a  cad  like  Jean-Michel  could  deny.  His 
rendition  of  that  world-famous  declaration 
of  personal  politics,  “I  Am  What  I  Am,” 
was  so  strong  on  opening  night  that  even  the 
crummy  sound  system  and  Wang  Center 
acoustics  couldn’t  snuff  it. 

The  Second  Act  highlights  both  belong  to 
Evans:  the  sidesplitting  attempts  to  butch 
himself  up  in  order  to  pass  as  Jean-Michel’s 
Uncle  Al,  and  his  infectious  testament  to  an 
exuberant  life,  “The  Best  of  Times.”  When 
the  requisite  happy  ending  comes  along  with 
Evans’  surprising  curtain-closing  appear¬ 
ance,  it’s  difficult  not  to  feel  good  about 
having  just  watched  a  Feel-Good  Show.  If  a 
performer  like  Evans  can  deliver  so  much  on 
a  play  which  has  such  crucial  things  going 
against  it  as  a  weak  script  by  Harvey  Fiers¬ 
tein  (which  pretty  much  collapses  in  the  Se¬ 
cond  Act),  and  a  batch  of  Jerry  Herman 
songs  which  are  50-50  at  best  —  and  can  still 
manage  to  tell  theatergoers  that  “Gay  is 
OK”  without  coming  close  to  what  real  gay 
life  is  like  —  well,  who  am  I  to  complain? □ 


Cops 

Continued  from  page  I 

place  in  October  of  1985,  police  officers 
destroyed  the  club:  walls  were  kicked  in, 
wires  were  hacksawed  and  sound  equipment 
was  destroyed. 

Not  too  long  before  the  club  opened,  “we 
figured  out  [Sheehan  and  Connolly]  were 
looking  for  money,”  said  D’Onofrio.  “It 
was  well  known  that  we  were  not  going  to 
pay  anyone  —  our  attorneys  made  it  clear.” 

D’Onofrio  and  Paul  Cadoret,  also  a  part¬ 
ner  in  the  Loft,  believe  their  failure  to  pay 
the  officers  resulted  in  harassment  by  the 
police.  D’Onofrio  said  police  officers  took 
at  least  $100,000  during  raids  in  the  eight- 
year  history  of  the  Loft.  Tens  of  thousands 


of  dollars  of  property,  liquor  and  soda  were 
also  confiscated  by  the  police,  he  added. 
D’Onofrio  and  Cadoret  also  said  Sheehan 
even  threatened  to  kill  their  dog. 

D’Onofrio  estimated  between  40  and  80 
police  officers  were  involved  in  the  Loft 
raids.  “Paul  and  1  and  a  lot  of  people  who 
worked  at  the  Loft  waited  ten  years  to  see 
some  of  these  people  arrested,”  he  said. 
“We  look  forward  to  seeing  the  prosecution 
of  hundreds  of  others  who  benefited  by, 
cooperated  with,  and  protected  these  peo¬ 
ple.” 

The  indicted  officers  pleaded  innocent  to 
all  charges  in  U.S.  District  Court.  They  were 
released  on  $100,000  unsecure  >ond  and 
are  scheduled  for  a  Jan.  1 1  trial,  oome  of  the 
counts  carry  penalties  of  up  to  20  years  in 
prison  and  $250,000  fines.  □ 
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These  poems  and  drawings  are  by 
lesbians  and  gay  men  behind  bars 
who  read  GCN  weekly.  (Many 
more  were  received  than  could 
possibly  fit.)They  are  a  part  of  a 
dialogue  the  Prisoner  Project 
wants  to  support  between  all  of 
us  in  our  various  forms  of  cages 
and  closets;  and  they  give  flesh 
to  some  of  our  own  simple- 
minded  stereotypes  about  the 
“justice”  business,  prisoners  and 
“crime.” 

For  more  ‘flesh’  (contact) 
with  these  and  other  prisoners  of 
our  community,  see  the  Prisoners 
Seeking  Friends  space  weekly  in 
the  classifieds. 

Mike  Riegle 
Prisoner  Project 
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Death  blooms  shameless 

Death  blooms  shameless  earthy  richness  summoning  passing  stranger  .  .  .  always 
over  or  around  the  next  hill  or  bend  the  traveler  searches  ceaseless  .  .  .  restless 
questions  within  meeting  delinquent  truants  in  obscure  places  .  .  .  inviting  the 
secret  dead  to  its  counsel  of  ravishing  beastly  feasting  .  .  taking  note  of  secluded 
places  with  last  year’s  evidence  weathered  tattered  and  torn  panties  briefs 
candy  wrappers,  matches  and  old  cigarette  butts  ...  an  old  soiled  mattress  inviting 
more  abuse  oh,  tempter  relentless  meandering  craving 
David  Emerson  Rezabek 


Tongue  taunted  nif 


Snitch  Ni 

We're  all _  w 

Down  in  the  woman's  penitentiary 
We  all  worked  against  the  system 
And  no  matter  what  creed, 

Or  what  dinky  deed 

Society  says  that  ain't  no  excuse. 

There’s  an  unwritten  code  in  here: 

Don’t  get  too  close  (although  you’re  so  near). 
Friends  and  foes  beware. 

You  can  lie,  but  don’t  glare. 

‘I  shared  my  last  line! 

Wasn’t  I  a  good  sport?’ 

Not  enough  of  nothing 
Is  what  it’s  all  about. 

Empty  stares  from  drugged  out  minds 
Broken  stories  full  of  lies. 

Started  young,  lying  and  dying 
In  those  penitentiary  blues. 

Cassandra  Hynes 


Smoke  fills  the  room 

Smoke  fills  the  room 
and  a  vision  of  you 
becomes  so  bold 
I  can’t  move  my  eyes 
from  the  space  you  occupy. 
You’re  reaching  out  to  me 
but  I’m  frozen  to  my  seat, 
my  arms  desperately  trying 
to  welcome  you. 

My  heart  beats  faster 
and  tears  fill  my  eyes 
as  the  vision  of  you 
fades 

and  I’m  here  alone,  again. 

N.T.  Kallenberg 


Taking  a  chance 

(dedicated  to  Debra— "1 

I’m  taking  a  cha 
caring  for  you' 

I  know  it 
it  scares  me 
but  won’t  stop  ! 

Cause  I  see  too  tfc 
in  you 

to  just  let  you 
slip  by 

And  I’ve  learned 
that  only  throt  ifa 
and  the  reach!  nil 
for  more 
will  there  ever  : 
a  chance  for  a 
I’ve  dreamed. 

Traci  ‘Passion’  C  I 


I  am  the  prison 

I  am  society’s  collector  of  debts, 
and  my  purse  is  the  bottomless  maw  of  man, 
insatiably  storing  the  payments  of  days  .  .  . 
implacably  totaling  the  months  and  the  years. 

I  am  the  abode  of  hope  become  hopeless; 
of  routine  so  deadly 

the  simple  act  of  mere  living  becomes  a  weary, 
numbing  task  .  .  . 

I  hold  within  me  those  who  cling  to  life, 
who  walk  along  my  stone-walled  corridors 
in  silent  resignation, 
in  passive  waiting. 

I  am  the  bitterness  in  the  hearts  of  the  many 
who  become  mine  because  they  stood  alone  and  poor. 


The  window  of  my  cell 

I’m  standing  here  looking  out  the  window  of  my  cell, 

Wondering  if  what  I  did  was  bad  enough  to  deserve  this  living  hell. 
I  often  feel  like  I’m  living  in  this  world  alone. 

I’ve  been  locked  up  so  long  sometimes  this  place  feels  like  home. 

I  know  one  day  I’ll  be  free  and  I’ll  walk  out  the  front  gate. 

Until  that  day  I’ll  sit  here  filled  with  bitterness,  anger  and  hate. 

Last  night  I  lost  the  only  person  I  could  call  friend. 

Right  now  I  feel  so  lonely  inside,  it  doesn’t  seem  like  it  will  end. 

I  hope  one  day  another  will  come  along  to  be  a  friend  to  me, 

And  unlock  the  prison  of  my  heart  and  set  my  spirit  free. 

Until  that  I’ll  sit  here  in  this  living  hell, 

Looking  out  the  window  of  my  lonely  prison  cell. 

Adrienne  M.  Gannon 


Searing 

Searing  visions  jo 
Tender  sisters; 
Apace  you  live  u 
Colorful  cartwh  jc 
You  are  my  sist<  I 
Mason  “Vanna’.  me 


My  friend 

(To  Greg  Thomas;  i  K 

I  lost  my  friend  ill 
The  guards  cam  me 
There  really  wa  In 


I  am  the  contempt  of  all  who  have  learned 
from  experience 

that  law  and  justice  are  not  always  noble  and  just  .  .  . 
but  are  oft-times  purchasable  commodities. 

Come  .  .  .  come  and  look  upon  the  faces  of  these  I  hold; 
and  see  thereon  the  reflection 
of  society’s  inadequacy, 
of  humanity’s  inhumanity. 

I  am  more  formidable  even  than  my  stone  walls 
and  steel  bars  and  lethal  gun  towers; 
for  not  only  do  I  confine, 

I  slowly,  irrevocably  destroy 
those  I  hold  within  me. 

I  am  loneliness  and  heartache, 
and  my  teeth  sink  deep  where  anxiety  swells 
and  uncertainty  constricts  and  stifles. 

I  am  the  memory  that  comes  in  the  night 
like  a  grim  futile  scream 
in  your  impenetrable  indifference. 

David  Duane  Ferrand 


Plastic  People 

Plastic  people  are  of  the  same  mold, 

They  build  themselves  up  and  are  usually  bold. 

They  preach  of  values  that  could  reach  the  sky, 

Then  they  smile  in  your  face  and  tell  you  a  lie  ... 

Plastic  people  .  .  .  they're  all  the  same, 

They  claim  to  adore  you,  but  that’s  part  of  the  game. 

Plastic  people  claim  to  be  men, 

But  when  you  see  right  through  them, 

They  quiver,  and  stumble,  and 
Coat  themselves  in  plastic  again. 

jery  Ragland 


Captive  Love 

My  heart  is  calloused 
from  years  without  love. 
No  words  can  explain 
the  pain  of  a  life 
That  has  become 
one  big  rejection-slip. 
Nor  can  I  speak 
words  to  explain 
A  captive  love 
1  cannot  release 
For  fear  of 

another  rejection  slip. 
Tears  don’t  soothe, 
screaming  doesn’t  ease 
the  hurt. 

Timothy  Scaggs 


Reaching  out 

Let  us  make  much  of  affection. 

In  our  time  we  know  too  many 
And  love  too  few. 

The  abstract  hand  of  brotherhood 
Is  too  cold,  too  bloodless 
To  comfort  us. 

We  need  warm,  live  fingers 
To  clasp  in  a  dark  place, 

A  real  shoulder  next  to  our  own 
For  a  long  day’s  going. 

We  know  too  many 
And  love  too  few. 

Let  us  make  much  of  affection. 
Thomas  Lee  Butler 


But  I  know  if  W' 
He’ll  still  be  » 
And  we  will  me  a; 
just  wait  and  se 

Ferrell  Lynn  Gat  iy 


What  makes  m«  «n 


Then  why  must  e 
as  a  punk,  si: 
when  I’m  nb( 
Why  is  others  e  n 
or  found  to  L 
(amusing)? 
Why  am  I  the  oiy 
or  who’s  sickjfc 
(gay  even!) 
Why  can’t  the  \|i| 
as  people  wh  ft 
and  hurt? 
Why  can’t  I  be 
just  typical,  Ljca 
and  I’m  Ga 
Lamont  Patters 
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Does  it  make  rr 
me  a  man, 
who  has  arfcei 
Does  it  make  rr 
in  the  arms  ojoi 
like  myself 
Does  it  make  rr 
of  another  m 
No! 
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Silly  Putty 

Bend  me,  bounce  me  around 
stetch  me  to  fit 
effortlessly. 

Press  me  hard 

let  me  feel  your  strength 

I’ll  smooth  out 

match  your  designs. 

Leave  me. 

I’ll  sit  quietly 
shapelessly 
without  your  hands. 

Stop  loving  me, 
playing  with  me, 

I'll  crack, 

break  apart  with  hard 
or  soft  blow 
will  melt 
hug  the  ground. 

Vincent  Maulsby 


Terri 

1  feel  silly,  going  to  movies 
still  buying  the  jumbo  popcorn, 
saving  a  seat 

when  I  know  I’m  solo  now, 
the  only  his  in  the  laundry  basket 
is  mine. 

it’s  easy  enough  to  say  I  miss  you, 
the  way  you  feel  in  the  night, 
your  gentle  touch  and  special  smell. 
But  trying  to  explain  understandably 
that  I  miss  your  morning  mouth, 
the  hair  you  always  left  in  the  sink, 
even  your  grungy  sweat  socks, 
takes  some  doing, 
to  people  who  never  knew  you 
or  saw  you  stretching  at  dawn 
in  front  of  the  window, 
or  spent  a  night  with  you 
watching  kittens  being  born, 
crying  in  each  other’s  arms 
at  our  personal  miracle. 

To  some 

this  love  song  sung  to  the  gods 

celebrating  you, 

the  hurt  now  that  you’re  gone 

may  seem  childish; 

those  other  fish  in  the  sea, 

you  know. 

But  we’re  stuck,  you  and  I, 
where  and  what  we  are, 
victims  of  Cupid’s  fallout 
where  love  is  real 

and  sometimes  outlasts  the  players. 

Vincent  Maulsby 


Love) 
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the  risks 
out 


So  again  I  face  your  face 
my  mysterious  night  boy. 

You  who  sleep  by  day  and  live  by  night, 
You  whose  secret  name  is  excitement. 

It  scares  me  sometimes  to  go  your  way  — 
there  is  no  map! 

And  yet  I  go  willingly  —  anywhere. 

I  tremble  at  your  power  over  me. 

Your  youth  is  deceptive,  my  teacher. 

Edgar  B. 


Some  poems  by  Charlie  Willis  009Q0000QQ0QQ90Q 


you, 

jr  lives, 
s  of  courage; 

I  love  you  all. 

tndiver 


iGCN) 

it  the  other  day. 
ind  just  took  him  away, 
ft  much  I  could  say. 

ver  meet  again, 
iend. 

[again. 

Ly 


Seems  to  work  every  time 

Seems  to  work  every  time; 
look  at  that  loot 

in  those  short  shorts! 

Bet  you  would  love 

to  cash  in  on  the  treasure 
hidden  so  very  well. 

Set  of  plush  round  jewels, 
a  heaven  that  always 
has  a  devastating  toll, 

And  a  jaded  head  on  top 
of  a  long,  beautiful  gem, 
ready  for  admiration. 

Show  me  your  collection. 

I’ll  show  you  mine. 

Seems  to  work  every  time. 

Chester  Vinton  Haas 


jiTong? 

nwrong  to  have  a  lover, 

l  ection  like  mine? 
wrong  to  find  it  comfortable 
omeone 

iiwrong  to  desire  the  warmth 


e  world  brand  me 

nore  than  a  man? 
nyself  scandalized 


B.P.G. 

I  may  be  black, 
but  I  am  somebody 
and  proud  as  hell  of  it. 

I  may  be  poor, 

but  unlike  many  of  the  rich, 

I  can  hold  my  head  high 
’cause  I’m  a  surviver. 

I  may  be  Gay, 

but  know  for  a  fact 
that  I  am  more  of  a  man 
than  many  millions  of  others, 
because  I  live  the  life  I  love. 

David  ‘Dee’  Hoover 


Untitled 

Hearts  pure  as  pearls,  opal  emotions 
Overflowing,  cascading. 

Mysteries  etched  in  emerald  minds 
Onyx  eyes,  glistening  fk  twinkling 
Sapphires  of  solace. 

Ebony  embraces,  a  crystalline 
Xenolith  of  topaz  lovers. 

Unions  of  diamond  dreams 
And  ruby  realities: 

Loving  jewels  set  upon  life’s  hand. 

(The  above  untitled  poem  was  written 
in  ‘code’  (smile).  We  have  a  prison 
paper  but  they  are  anti-homo,  so  I 
wrote  it  so  that  the  first  letters  of 
each  line  taken  together  spell 
HOMOSEXUAL  (smile). 


Ronny 

The  hand  wavers 
thoughts  cease. 

It  begins 
oh,  so  deep 

On  these  lips 
it  catches. 

Redbook  -  Pr,so„ 

This  tear.  '  I  Redbook 

nameless  shapeless 

people 
who  fill 
dreams  amid 
labyrinths 

2]  Prison 
entombed 
minds  starve 
pennyless 
eyes  reflecting 
literary  voids 

3]  Redbook 
amorphous  gods 
shaping 
unseen 

minds. 


Antibody  positive 

Silently  entombed, 
they  lay  in  wait, 
those  who  pursue  me. 


A  PWA’s  cell 

Through  concrete  jaws 
and  teeth  of  steel 
he  has  passed. 

Within  the  beast’s  belly 
he  does  lie 

listless  and  alone. 

Moral  monster,  subtle 
and  cruel  where 

vicious  men  always  rule. 


Moral  spiders 

Society’s  spider  web 
spun  of  moralism. 

Whims  of  righteousness 
guarded  by  the 
Socialite  spider 

fed  ripened  emotions 
entrapped  by  frenzied  death. 


Safe-Fun-Sex 

Lain  upon  sheets  of  velvety  silk 
like  glistened  embraced 
bodies. 

Rhythmic  stroking:  oiled  shafts 
of  throbbing  engorged 
flesh. 

Tongue  taunted  nipples:  rosy 

buds  pink  and 

hard. 

Caressing  hips:  slowly  probing, 
fingers  burrowing, 
deep  inside. 

Quick  finger  thrust: 
hot  ecstasy  slowly 
erupts. 


«  who  needs  therapy 
;hen  I  feel  great 

itrld  recognize  us 
Feel 

the  eyes  of  the  world 
:ause  I’m  here  to  stay 


©©©  Slightly  bantering 

Jean  Genet:  slightly  bantering  .  .  .  brief  and  dirty 

Genet  tells  of  being  arrested,  jailed  and  searched  during 
which  the  police  found  a  tube  of  vaseline  that  he  used  when 
making  love... 

...  I  was  in  a  cell.  I  knew  that  all  night  long  my  tube  of 
vaseline  would  be  exposed  to  the  scorn  of  a  group  of 
strong,  handsome,  husky  policemen.  So  strong  that  if  the 
weakest  of  them  barely  squeezed  two  fingers  together,  there 
would  shoot  forth,  first  with  a  slight  fart,  brief  and  dirty,  a 
ribbon  of  gum  which  would  continue  to  emerge  in  a 
ridiculous  silence.  Nevertheless,  I  was  sure  that  this  puny 
and  most  humble  object  would  hold  its  own  against  them: 
by  its  mere  presence  it  would  be  able  to  exasperate  all  the 
police  in  the  world;  it  would  draw  upon  itself  contempt, 
hatred,  white  and  dumb  rages.  It  would  be  slightly  bantering 
—  like  a  tragic  hero  amused  at  stirring  up  the  wrath  of  the 
gods  —  indestructible,  faithful  to  my  happiness,  and  proud.” 


Dykes  to  watch  out  for 


Youth 

Continued  from  page  6 

mation  about  AIDS  epidemiology  and 
methods  of  prevention. 

Two  recurring  themes  throughout  the  day 
were  the  special  difficulties  confronting 
young  women  and  all  teenagers  of  color. 
Many  workshop  facilitators  mentioned 
that,  just  as  women  have  traditionally 
shouldered  the  burden  for  birth  control, 
they  are  now  taking  a  disproportionate 
amount  of  responsibility  for  safer  sex. 
Young  women  seeking  intimacy  and  sen¬ 
suality  from  boyfriends  rather  than  inter¬ 
course  may  be  pressured  into  high  risk  situa¬ 
tions.  Workshop  speaker  Liz  Heron,  a 
youth  counselor  connected  with  Harvard 
School  of  Education,  addressed  this  pro¬ 
blem,  as  well  as  confusion  of  young  lesbians 
who  are  just  becoming  sexually  active. 

“There’s  such  pressure  to  be  heterosex¬ 
ual,’’  Heron  said,  “that  many  women  who 
identify  as  lesbian  may  also  be  having  sex 
with  men  for  social  acceptability.  So  this 
cocky  attitude  that  lesbians  are  the  ‘chosen 
people’  immune  from  AIDS  just  isn’t  true. 
Circumstances  vary,  sexual  behaviors  vary 
—  we  must  offer  blunt  information  about 
sex  and  not  rely  on  any  stereotyped  assump¬ 
tions  about  lesbian  sexuality.” 

Heron  told  an  anecdote  about  a  college 
woman  who  approached  her  in  grief.  In  the 
midst  of  joyfully  discovering  a  community 
of  lesbian  feminists,  she  was  struck  with  the 
horror  of  AIDS:  how  could  she  be  so  happy 
about  coming  out  when  so  many  gay  people 
were  dying? 

In  a  workshop  on  Race,  Culture  and 
Ethnicity,  panelist  Jose  Parez  from  the 
Boston  University  School  of  Public  Health 
explained  that  poverty  and  racism  exacer¬ 
bate  the  risk  of  AIDS  for  young  people  of 
color.  He  cited  statistics  indicating  that  over 
50  percent  of  adolescents  with  AIDS  in  the 
United  States  come  from  Black  and  Latino 
communities.  Like  Rofes  and  Cranston, 
Parez  stressed  that  peer  education  programs 
are  essential  for  encouraging  hopefulness 
and  self-esteem  so  that  kids  will  want  to 
choose  responsible  sexuality. 

In  an  aside  of  thanks  to  conference 
organizers,  Parez  praised  the  workshop  title 
“Race,  Culture  and  Ethnicity”  as  opposed 
to  the  usual  word  “minority.”  He  explain¬ 
ed,  “It  encourages  a  multi-cultural  perspec¬ 
tive,  not  an  us-versus-them  mentality.  It 
acknowledges  our  differences  and  our  pride 


rather  than  pressuring  us  to  assimilate.” 

Panelist  Margarite  Johnson,  a  social 
worker  from  the  Roxbury  Comprehensive 
Community  Health  Center,  spoke  about 
some  differences  in  sexual  development  bet¬ 
ween  Black  and  white  teenagers.  She  sees 
Black  youth  as  progressing  faster  to  inter¬ 
course,  with  less  consideration  of  future 
consequences. 

“There’s  a  sense  of  fragility  among  peo¬ 
ple  of  poverty,”  said  Johnson.  “AIDS  is 
considered  just  another  danger  among  many 
others,  so  it’s  hard  to  explain  that  AIDS 
prevention  can  be  useful.  For  kids,  we  must 
reinforce  a  sense  of  hope,  self¬ 
empowerment  and  personal  aspiration.  And 
AIDS  information  must  be  concrete.” 

Parez  agreed,  adding  that,  like  women 
and  gay  men,  people  of  color  must  control 
their  own  agendas.  “Blacks  and  Latinos 
have  been  accused  of  being  unreceptive  in 
dealing  with  AIDS,”  he  said.  “But  people 
of  color  have  dealt  with  other  health  crises 
all  along.  Our  incidence  of  stress-related 
disease  is  higher,  and  we  do  work  to  em¬ 
power  our  communities.” 

The  Youth  and  AIDS  conference,  a  first 
in  Massachusetts,  packed  a  lot  of  content  in¬ 
to  one  day.  In  a  brief  opening  address, 
Massachusetts  Commissioner  of  Public 
Health,  Debra  Prothrow-Stith,  pledged  the 
support  and  energies  of  her  department  in 
tackling  the  problem  of  adolescents  and 
AIDS.  Conference  Coordinator  Cranston 
praised  her  concern  and  thanked  conference 
attendees  for  their  efforts.  Rofes,  a  former 
Bostonian,  expressed  less  gratitude. 

“I’m  not  all  that  impressed,”  he  said  dur- 
in  his  keynote  speech,  “that  you’re  here  on 
a  Saturday  morning  to  address  a  topic  as  im¬ 
portant  as  youth  and  AIDS.  If  we  don  7  ad¬ 
dress  this,  we’ll  see  an  explosion  of  AIDS 
and  ARC  among  kids.  With  a  supposedly 
liberal  governor,  Massachusetts  has  done 
nothing  for  gay  youth.  It’s  a  disgrace  of  the 
state  schools  and  government.” 

Rofes  quoted  one  of  his  favorite  lines  of 
poetry  from  Marilyn  Hacker:  “Would  we 
be  heroes  if  things  came  to  it?” 

“In  1987,”  said  Rofes,  “things  have 
come  to  it.  We  must  get  past  fear  and  change 
the  status  quo  of  how  things  happen.  AIDS 
asks  of  us  a  heroism  —  please  choose  it.”  □ 


ATTENTION 

Display  and  Classified 
Advertising 


Deadline  for  Vol.  15,  No.  20 
(November  23-28,  1987) 
is  Friday  noon,  Nov.  20 

Deadline  for  Vol.  15,  No.  25 
(December  27-January  2,  1988) 
is  Friday  noon,  Dec.  25 

IT  PAYS  TO  ADVERTISE  IN  GCN 


Newbury  Veterinary 
Clinic 

Bruce  R.  Weiner, 
V.M.D. 

272  Huntington  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 
near  Symphony  &  Mass  Ave  T 

Office  Hours  by  Appointment 

Call  266-9269 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 
ext.  58 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


617-776-5866  Somerville,  Mass. 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 

Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 

Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Non-Profit  •  Small  *  Sole 

Agencies  Businesses  Proprietors 


\lf\  bdxwor 

CAREER/JOB  CHANGE 

VJUl  associates 

Graduation-Job  Search 

Specializing  in 
short-term,  problem- 

focused  therapy. 

Our  experienced  staff  will  work  with  you  individually  to: 

•  do  strategic  planning  for  your  marketing  campaign 

Boston 

•  develop  an  effective  resume 

45  Newbury  St. 

•  make  best-fit  comparisons  of  your  offers 

262-9116 

•  assess  your  career  to  date 

nr.  Arlington  T 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social 

Danvers 

workers,  and  psychiatrists.  For  information,  call  262-9116. 

5  Elm  St. 

774-0142 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Cambridge 

Insurance  accepted. 

51  Brattle  St. 

Attorney 

Discrimimttion 

Alec  Gray 

Civil  Rights 

Announces  his  new  law  office 

Tax 

offering  the  following  service  areas: 

Estate  Planning  and  Wills  . 
AIDS  law 

Personal  Relationship 

Contracts 

Alec  Gray,  Attorney  at  Law 

Former  Assistant  Attorney  General 

Real  Estate 

205  Portland  Street 

Cr  nal  "Hff 

Boston.  MA  02114 
(617)  367-2840 

Personal  injury 
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healthy  teeth. . . 

P) 

Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 

Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

they’re 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

a  team  effort 

Mon. -Sat.  &  evenings 

Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 


739-7832 

321  Columbus  Ave. 
5th  Floor,  Boston 


MassBay 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 


BUSINESS 

GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

M3  Mass.  Ave..  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOEFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGfTAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston.  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
Affordable  Catering 
for  All  Occasions 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville.  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 122  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  731-3306 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  021 16 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
232-7200 


DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No. 3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR 

WOMEN.  COUPLES  AND 

CHILDREN 

Jill  Richard,  LICSW 

1130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

776-6158 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186/i  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH 
ED.D 

Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PUCE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 


DAYCARE 

BARB'S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
State  Licensed 

Beacon  Hill,  Boston,  MA  02114 
523-3772 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq„  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston.  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  UU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline.  M A  02146 
31-1015  


NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence. MA  01840 
683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  UWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston.  MA  02215 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
S24-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 18 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
351  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL.  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/>  Sacramento  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02138 
876-8438 


Chloe  Leamon,  Jeremiah  Kissel  and  jenny  Sterlin  (L-R)  in  Hay  Fever 


Bad  manners 

Gay  playwright  Noel  Coward’s  Hay  Fever  is  as  fast  and 
funny  as  it  was  in  1925 

sometimes  write  their  own  rules  and  get 
away  with  just  about  anything  —  from  un¬ 
mitigated  rudeness  to  a  casual  attitude 
toward  sex  —  was  a  startling  notion  at  the 
time. 

Very  gay  is  the  sense  of  artifice  that  runs 
through  the  play.  (Coward  would  almost 
certainly  deny  this.)  The  Bliss  family 
members  have  “invented”  themselves  and 
they  have  a  great  deal  of  fun  with  their  self¬ 
creations.  The  discomfort  of  their  weekend 
guests  (one  a  society  woman,  one  a  dip¬ 
lomat,  one  a  flapper,  and  the  last  a  hearty 
athlete)  stems  from  the  guests’  lack  of 
awareness  of  their  own  artificiality. 

It  is  precisely  because  of  this  pervasive  ar¬ 
tifice  that  Hay  Fever  is  the  kind  of  comedy 
that  can  be  easily  ruined  by  actors  who  play 
too  broadly  or  by  timing  that  is  off.  The  cur¬ 
rent  Lyric  Stage  production  is  a  most  credi¬ 
ble  and  competent  production.  The  actors, 
for  the  most  part,  heighten  their  character¬ 
izations  without  going  too  far.  Paula  Plum 
and  Ron  Ritchell,  who  play  two  of  the  non¬ 
plussed  guests,  turn  in  particularly  good  per¬ 
formances,  imbued  with  the  subtle  comic 
timing  Hay  Fever  demands.  Chloe  Leamon, 
Jeremiah  Kissel,  Jenny  Sterlin,  and  Robert 
Bouffier  play  the  various  members  of  the 
Bliss  family  without  slipping  into  mugging 
or  slapstick,  both  of  which  would  be 
disastrous.  In  all,  the  Lyric  Stage’s  Hay 
Fever,  though  weak  in  parts,  is  well- 
performed  and  highly  entertaining.  □ 


Hay  Fever.  Directed  by  Ronald  Ritchell.  With 
Ronald  Ritchell,  Paula  Plum,  Chloe  Leamon, 
Jeremiah  Kissel,  Jenny  Sterlin  and  Robert. Bouffier. 
At  the  Lyric  Stage,  54  Charles  St.,  Boston.  Through 
Nov.  29. 


By  Bill  Kreidler 

Since  1925  audiences  have  been  roaring 
at  Noel  Coward’s  comedy  of  bad  man¬ 
ners,  Hay  Fever.  Many  critics  rate  it 
among  his  very  best,  and  Coward,  who 
wrote  the  play  in  three  days,  admitted  that  it 
was  his  personal  favorite.  Even  in  1987  it  is 
easy  to  see  why.  Hay  Fever  is  no  period  piece 
—  it  is  still  fast,  funny  and  fresh. 

Hay  Fever  chronicles  a  weekend  with  the 
theatrical  and  eccentric  Bliss  family,  a  fami¬ 
ly  that  includes  an 
actress  mother, 
novelist  father, 
■  4  and  a  daughter 
and  son.  Each  family  member  invites, 
unbeknownst  to  the  others,  a  weekend 
guest.  The  result  is  screw-ball  comedy  at  its 
best  as  the  guests  attempt  to  cope  with  the 
various  members  of  the  Bliss  family. 

Underneath  its  light  and  silly  exterior, 
Hay  Fever  deals  with  several  themes  that 
were  innovations  in  English  theater  of  the 
day,  and  remain  timely  now.  The  Blisses 
are,  for  the  most  part,  sublimely  unaware  of 
what  other  people  think.  “We  see  things  dif¬ 
ferently,”  says  Simon  Bliss.  “And  if  people 
don’t  like  it  they  can  lump  it.”  That  talented 
people  not  from  the  upper  class  could 


Custody 

Continued  from  page  I 

tured  him  and  that  it  did  not  affect  his  own 
sexuality;  in  fact  the  experience  made  him 
strong  enough  and  mature  enough  to  handle 
a  very  trying  several  years.” 

Sobel  said  the  case  proved  “You  can’t 
catch  homosexuality,  which  is  the  assump¬ 
tion  that  fundamentalists  always  seem  to 
make.”  Batey,  she  said,  is  straight  in  the 
same  way  that  many  children  of  straight 
parents  are  gay.  “Being  gay  is  a  matter  of 
nature,  not  nurture,  and  the  court  recogniz¬ 
ed  this  important  point,”  Sobel  added. 

Sobel  agreed  that  the  case  is  not  a  signifi¬ 
cant  legal  precedent,  but  warned  that  its  im¬ 
portance  should  not  be  underestimated. 
Many  people  were  educated  about 
homosexuality  and  about  AIDS,  she  said. 
“We  educated  the  courts,  we  educated 
Brian’s  juvenile  probation  officers,  and  a  lot 
of  people  in  many  different  ways.”  Sobel 
added  that  the  courts,  like  society,  must 
undertake  a  “learning  process  about 
homosexuality,”  to  break  down  stereotypes 
about  people  and  about  families.  A  number 
of  states  have  seen  an  increase  in  custody 
cases  involving  gay  men  and  lesbians,  which 
can  only  contribute  to  this  process,  she  said. 
Sobel  added  that  she  hoped  these  cases 
would  pressure  states  to  enact  foster  care 
policies  which  do  not  discriminate  on  the 
basis  of  sexuality. 

Batey’s  mother’s  case  was  argued  by 
lawyers  from  Concerned  Women  for 
America  (CWA),  a  right-wing  fundamen¬ 
talist  group  financed  by  the  Moral  Majority. 
Lawyers  for  CWA  filed  an  anti-gay  brief  in 
the  Supreme  Court  sodomy  case,  Bowers  v. 
Hardwick  and  are  working  on  cases  to  cen¬ 


sor  “secular  humanist”  textbooks.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Sobel,  CWA  promoted  a  tour  by  the 
mother  to  raise  money  for  their  cause. 
CWA,  speculated  Sobel,  is  also  behind  the 
decision  not  to  appeal  the  case  because  they 
considered  it  both  a  lost  cause  and  a  rallying 
point  for  fundraising  efforts.  “Now  they 
can  point  even  to  the  courts  as  promoting 
homosexuality  and  stealing  her  son  from 
her.” 


□filed  from  Boston 
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deal  with  what  they  thought  we  were  asking 
them.  (Sigh).  Or  stand  alone  through  a  song 
or  two  and  try  to  look  cool  and  available  at 
the  same  time. 

Frankly,  1  think  cruising  outside  the  bars 
may  be  even  harder,  though  opportunities 
for  conversation  may  be  easier  on  line  at  a 
concert  or  at  a  festival.  Then  again,  how 
many  women  go  alone?  Outside  the  explicit¬ 
ly  social  scenes  there  is  always  the  old  ask- 
her-friend  or  the  friend  of  a  friend,  or  friend 
of  an  ex  method.  You  must  have  time  or  pa¬ 
tience  —  and  reliable  sources  —  naturally. 

There  are  no  handkerchief  colors  left,  to 
my  knowledge.  Otherwise. ..I’d  suggest  it. 
Flowers  on  the  right  or  left  ear  are  hardly 
part  of  the  dyke  aesthetic  either.  It  would 
save  a  lot  of  trouble,  you  know,  being  able 
to  tell  who  is  single  and/or  available.  (Surely 
dyke  drama  would  be  at  an  all  time  low  [ha] 
if  there  were  some  agreed  upon  signals  — 
for  single  and  incapable  of  intimacy  for  ex¬ 
ample.  Whoops,  my  cynicism  is  showing.) 

In  any  case,  cruising  is  a  risky  business. 
But  it  can  be  amusing  and  indeed,  exhilara¬ 
ting.  For  those  considering  embarking  on 
the  scene  or  interested  in  brushing  up  tech¬ 
niques  of  “telling”  who’s  what,  I  suggest 
the  following  self-quiz  for  starters.  Because, 
to  be  blunt,  how  you  “tell”  depends  a  lot  on 
who/what  you  are  and  who/what  you’re 
after.... 

The 

Acu(wo)men 

quiz 

I’d  describe  myself  as: 

a)  single,  period 

b)  single  and  looking  (for  a  good  time,  not  a 
relationship) 

c)  single  and  looking  for  a  relationship  (but 
I’ll  have  a  good  time,  too) 

d)  single,  celibate,  and  looking  for  a 
lover/someone  special 

e)  unattached  (coy) 

0  attached,  period 

g)  attached  and  enjoying  the  scenery  (she’d 
get  upset  if  I  said  looking) 

h)  attached,  looking  and  “open  to  persua¬ 
sion” 

i)  attached,  unsatisfied  and  considering  the 
options 

j)  single  and  desperate 

k)  attached  and  desperate 

l)  ambivalent  across  the  board 

m)  other  or  some  combination  of  the  above 

If  I  saw  a  very  attractive  woman  in  the  bookstore 
who  was  looking  over  the  contents  of  Lesbian 
Sex,  I  would  figure  (based  on  my  wealth  of  exper¬ 
ience  and  state  of  mind)  that: 

a)  she’s  definitely  single  as  well  as  hot  (I 
would  then  edge  closer  and  try  to  think  of 
something  witty  and/or  salacious  to  say) 

b)  she’s  definitely  in  a  couple  and  looking 
for  new  ideas 

c)  ditto  and  undersexed 

d)  I  need  to  get  closer  to  see  what  section 
she’s  perusing  and  go  from  there 

e)  she’s  unapproachable  (I  mean,  what 
would  I  say?) 

0  I’ll  watch  to  see  if  she  buys  it,  then  follow 
her 

g)  I’d  better  leave  before  1  do  something  I’ll 
regret 

h)  this  will  be  great  fantasy  material  for  later 
(what  does  she  look  like  in  bed/what  does 
her  lover  look  like,  what  do  they  do?) 

i)  other  (silly) 

If  I’m  at  the  bar  and  a  woman  walks  in  alone,  goes 
to  a  vacant  area,  arranges  herself  over  the  railing 
and  meets  my  eyes,  I  would: 

a)  look  away  and  blush 

b)  thank  the  goddess  I  don’t  blush  and  gulp 
as  I  stare  back 

c)  go  buy  a  beer  and/or  find  my  friends 
and/or  light  a  cigarette 

d)  ask  her  to  dance  (checking  first  to  see  if 
she  has  a  coat  on!) 

e)  look  around  to  see  if  my  lover  is  within 
range 

0  look  behind  me  to  see  who  she’s  looking 

at  anyway  _ 

g)  leave  the  bar 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 

FENWAY 
fill  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

•  .Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

•  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women’s  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 
by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 

15  YEARS  SERVING 
THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  •  health  education  • 

•  confidential  • 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02130 
(617)  876-7099 


'-tv: 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
f or  all  your  needs 

Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Handling 
the  Holidays 

for  parents  of  gays  and 
lesbians  and  for  gays 
and  lesbians 


haring 

•  plan  ahead  for  family 
visits 

•  move  past  “survival” 
to  better  relationships 

•  new  ideas,  ne'  v  moves 

Halida j 

Saturdays  ll/l  1, 12/5,  oc 
Mondays,  PM,  11/30, 12/7, 

lean 

siraigl 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

13  Years  Gay  Affirmative  Counseling 
for  the  Community 


Phone 

(617; 

266-20 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  M A  02215 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


I: 

•INDIVIDUAL 
GROUP/COUPLE 


tv. 


•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 

-  A,  "  >.  -A 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


I 

. 


*isii 


L  •  ‘  -  % ;  ’ 

COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 
HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Violence  and  Abuse 

are  not  just  straight  problems. 
Lovers  curse  each  other,  get 
beaten  up,  put  each  other 
down,  too.  Your  relationship 
doesn't  have  to  be  filled  with 
fear  and  frustration. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End 
Counseling 


Laurie  A.  Livingston, 
Ed.D. 
Licensed 
Psychologist 

Specializing  in: 
agoraphobia  •  panic 
disorder  •  simple 
fears  and  phobias  • 
depression  •  stress 
disorders  •  social 
anxiety  • 

Telephone: 

(617)  262-5223 

Agoraphobia  Treatment  and 
Research  Center  of  New  England 
264  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


QAYELLDW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. .  .(area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N.  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas.  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  ot  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Insurance  AUTO 


Insurance 


CALL  AND  COMPARE 
BEFORE  YOU  BUY 


★  No  Service  Fees  —  Ever!  ★ 

★  Rates  Quoted  Over  the  Phone  ★ 

★  Same  Day  Registration  Service  ★ 

★  Convenient  Monthly  Payment  Plans  ★ 

★  Cancelled  Policies  Replaced  ★ 

BROOKLINE  ROSLINDALE  ALLSTON 

241  Washington  St.  452 1  Washington  St.  168a  Brighton  Ave. 

731-1015  323-0800  782-0400 

Our  offices  are  staffed  with  friendly,  knowledgeable 
people  to  answer  all  your  questions. 


CALL  THE  INSURANCE  PROFESSIONALS  FIRST 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 

DIAL  1-550-9036 

Group  and  Private 
Conversation, 
Community  Interest 
Programming 
Exclusively 
for  Womfin 
AMONG  FRIENDS 
FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 
1-550-9036 

.20  Istmln./.lOea.min. 
evenings  8pm- 'll  pm 


LF  -30’s  -  an  autonomous  loner  who  is  very  aware  of  self 
and  others.  Empathatic  abilities  are  very  god  but  am 
preferential  and  discerning  about  giving  and  receiving.  I 
do  not  run  my  life  by  a  strict  set  of  standards  or  mores 
-flexibility  and  change  are  important  to  me.  Interests  are 
diverse  and  varied  -  run  from  gormet  cooking  to  writing. 
I  am  looking  for  someone  who  might  be  a  little  like  this 
but  who  is  mostly  just  what  they  say  they  are.  Box  260. 
_ (J9) 

Let’s  trade  VHS  tapes  of  old  movies  and  TV  specials. 
Barry,  Box  8021,  North  Hollywood,  Calif  91608.  Also 
wanted:  Pre-1950  movie  posters  and  magazines.  (18) 
Would  like  letters  from  mature,  friendly  GW  men  18-26 
into  cool  alternative/punk/whatever  music, 
photography,  travel,  cycling-Boston  area  guys  especially 
write!  Great  sense  of  humor  a  plus!  Box  259. _ (19) 

LONELY  LESBIAN  SEEKS  FRIENDS 

Male  to  female  TS  seeks  correspondence  with  other  les¬ 
bians.  Wanting  to  discuss  my  lesbianism  and  make 
friends.  NW  Ohio,  SE  Mich.  Preferred.  All 
answered. Box  258. _ 08) 

GWF  SEEKS  GWM-YES  THAT’S  RIGHT- 
I  am  an  attractive,  successful,  profesional  GWF  age  28. 
My  work  environment  is  very  conservative  and  tradi¬ 
tional.  Business  related  social  events  are  awkward 
without  a  partner.  1  am  looking  for  a  GWM  in  a  similar 
situation  for  mutual  friendship.  Will  reciprocate.  Let’s 
make  the  best  of  it!  Reply  to  L.  Summers.  P.O.  BOX 
8835,  Lowell,  MA  01853. _ (20) 

BISSY  C 

We  miss  you!  Where  have  you  been... working  hard,  I 
guess!  Please  call  Catherine  at  426-4469  to  say  hi.  (19) 
Attractive,  professional  lesbian  35  who’s  humorous, 
loyal,  responsible,  giving,  affectionate,  considerate, 
warm  seeks  woman  of  heart  and  soul.  Age,  race,  size  not 
important  but  the  heart  is  important.  Box  255. _ (18) 

BE  P.  C. 

DO  YOU  HAVE  A  PC  TO  DONATE? 

GCN  is  looking  for  a  few  good  IBM  compatible  com¬ 
puters:  PC,  XT,  or  AT,  floppies  or  hard  disk,  new  or 
used-we’re  not  too  fussy.  GCN  is  non-profit;  donations 
are  tax-deductible.  Call  Steve  Dyer  at  253-0127  (w)  or 
Nancy  Wechsler  at  623-5110  (w)  or  776-9252  (h).  (19) 

LF,  24,  athletic,  sensitive,  too  complex  to  be  covered  in 
three  short  tines.  Basically  happy  but  feeling  a  void. 
Loking  for  similar  LF  to  share  everything  from  bike 
rides  to  political  discussions.  No  drugs/smoke.  Box  254. 
_ (18) 

Just  because  the  summer’s  over,  doesn’t  mean  you  can’t 
lay  out.  Join  the  effervescent  crew  at  GCN  every  Thurs¬ 
day  night  from  7-midnight.  We’ll  train  you,  feed  you 
great  food,  you  know  you’ll  love  it.  Call  (617)  426-4469 
for  details. _ (27) 

LIVE  PHONE  CONFERENCE 

Talk  with  up  to  8  gay  men  in  the  Philadelphia  area  free 
of  charge.  The  man  you’ve  been  waiting  to  meet  could 

be  on  our  phone  line.  1-215-471-0463. _ (22) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  Work  in  any  city.)  Call 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  llam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60  +  /hr.) _ (47) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GAY  JEWS  WORKING  IN  JEWISH  COMM. 

Second  annual  conference  for  gay  and  lesbian  Jews 
working  professionally  in  the  Jewish  community  being 
held  winter  1987.  Strictly  confidential,  for  more  infor¬ 
mation,  write  to  Ameinu,  P.O.  Bos  281,  Jenkintown, 

PA  19046,  JJ9) 

NASTY  POLITICS 

Unbelievably  filthy  but  politically  correct  videos,  pix, 
newsletter.  Head/body  shaves,  bondage,  enemas,  SM, 
TT,  VA  fetishes  galore.  All  male,  all  nasty,  all  hot,  but 
all  safer  sex.  Free  personal  ads,  free  info:  TR  Witomski, 
41  Bonnaire,  Toms  River,  NJ  08757.  Models,  writers, 
artists,  lawyers  wanted:$$$ _ (20) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  depl  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not 
necessary.  5  hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469 
for  more  info, _ -(C) 


FOR  SALE 


WOMAN-IDENTIFIED  JEWELRY 

Designs  in  sterling  &  14k,  amethyst  &  moonstone.  3pp 
color  catalog  $1.  Lizzie  Brown,  PO  Box  389-G,  Brim- 
field,  MA  01010.  _  (21) 

IMMUNE  SYSTtn 

NATURAL  NUTRITIVE  PROTECTION 

Now  you  can  help  to  protect  your  immune  custom  better 
than  vou  ever  could  before!  l  or  info.  &  delails-Wrile: 
M.  Woods.  Box  161 164,  Ft.  Worth,  Texas  76161.  (19) 


HELP  WANTED 


FENWAY 

COMMUNITY 

HEALTH 

CENTER 

VICTIM 

ADVOCATE/ 

COUNSELOR 

Half-time  position  to  work  with 
gay  and  lesbian  crime  victims, 
providing  direct  crisis  intervention, 
advocacy,  outreach  and  support  to 
victims;  coordinating  with  police, 
courts,  and  service  agencies.  Ad¬ 
vocacy  and  counseling  experience 
preferred.  Send  resume  to:  Coor¬ 
dinator,  Victim  Recovery  Project. 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 
16  HAVILAND  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02115 


OFFICE  MANAGER/ADMIN  ASSISTANT 

Full-time  job  managing  a  three-  person  research  institute 
which  monitors  the  political  right  wing.  College  degree 
and  some  secretarial  skills  required.  Salary  $20-22,000 
plus  full  benefits.  Send  resume  to:  Jean  Hardisty, 
Political  Research  Associates,  678  Mass.  Ave,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02139.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer.  (19) 

PHYSICIANS  NEEDED 

Expanding  community  health  center  based  in  Pro- 
vincetown  need  BE/BC  physicians  (internist  or  family 
practitioner  preferred)  for  temporary  and  permanent 
positions.  We  offer  good  pay,  excellent  benefits  and  a 
wonderful  community  in  which  to  practice.  Please  call 
or  write  Scott  Penn,  Executive  Director,  Outer  Cape 
Health  Services,  P.O  Box  613,  Provincetown,  MA 
02657,617/487-9395.  EOE. _ (2]) 

COOL  JOB! 

Sales  clerk  needed  at  busy  Cambridge  video  store. 
Weeknights  and  Weekends.  Nust  be  over  18.  Responsi¬ 
ble,  courteous  and  cool.  Call  354-7587,  ask  for  Carol  or 
Buzby. _ (18) 

STOP  US-INTERVENTION  IN  CENTRAL 
AMERICAlFundraise  for  political  changes  by  phone! 
3-4  evenings/wk,  $7/hr,  sales/political  experience 
helpful.  Call  NECAN  491-4205! _ 08) 

INDEPENDENT  LIVING 

Inovative  apartment  based  transitional  living  program 
seeks  creative  people  for  full  and  half  time  positions 
asisting  disabled  individuals  in  skills  training/advocacy. 
Moday  through  Friday,  no  overnights.  Competetive 
salary,  benefits.  Degree,  experience  working  with  people 
with  disabilities  preferred.  Call  Jim  Ansart,  522-9095. 
_ 09) 

DEVELOPMENT  DIRECTOR 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD) 
seeks  a  Development  Director  to  coordinate  all  areas  of 
fundraising  including  direct  mail,  major  donors,  and 
special  events.  Strong  writing  skills  necessary.  Develop¬ 
ment  and  solicitation  experience  preferred.  GLAD  is  an 
affirmative  action/equal  opportunity  employer. 
Resumes  to  GLAD,  P.O.  Box  218  Boston,  MA  02112. 

_ (JJ) 

PERSONAL  CARE  ASSISTANT  (Part-Time) 

2  positions  available.  Personal  care  assistant  for  disabled 
writer  in  the  JP  area:  (1)  Mon-Fri,  5-7pm;  (2)  10  hours 
on  weekends.  No  lifting  necesary,  but  prefer  those  with 
strength.  Experience  not  necessary.  Will  train,  but  need 
reliable,  committed  assistance.  Most  PCA’s  work  with 
me  one  or  two  years.  Please  respond  only  if  you’ll  be  in 
Boston  for  one  year.  $6. 30/hour,  no  taxes  taken.  Call 
232-5956  eves.  Let  phone  ring. _ (17) 

PERSONAL  CARE  FOR  INTERESTING, 
DISABLED  LESBIAN 

I  am  very  political,  1  write,  I’m  a  therapist,  artist  and 
very  disabled.  I  need  someone  Friday  8:30  am  through 
Monday  8:30  am  (72  hours)  to  bathe,  dress,  lift,  feed, 
drive  and  help  me  do  my  thing.  $270.00  per  weekend. 
Work  every  weekend  or  alternate  weekends.  Call  Connie 
at  524-0921.  Non-smoker  preferred. _ (18) 

SERVICES 

HIV+AFFINITY  GROUP 

Join  others  exploring  living  with  HIV  infection.  Wekly 
peer-group  meetings  to  improve  the  present  and  future 
of  HIV'  people.  Strictly  confidential  membership. 
Don’t  wait  for  the  next  shoe  to  fall,  call  POSITIVE 
DIRECTIONS,  a  non-lherapulic,  not-for-profit 
organization  at  353-1070.  (17) 


Cinderella  &  Clnderfella  Cleaners 


Laundry,  repairs,  windows  and  painting  too! 
References  available 
Bonded  and  insured 

734-3648 

CINDERELLA  *.  CINDERFELLA  CLEANERS 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  *Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232*1459 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

Boston 

Roommate 

GAY  LISTINGS. 

Get  to  know  your  next  roommate 
and  apartment  before  getting  run 
down  with  endless  interviews. 

List  your  apartment  —  FREE! 

Copley  Square  266-3636 

755  Boylston,  Suite  702 

Lesbian  seeks  1  or  2  wimmin  to  share  3BR  apt  in  Dor¬ 
chester.  $200-235  +  util,  depending  on  #  of  people.  Sun¬ 
ny,  hardwood  floor,  progressive  politics,  &  vegatables. 
No  Smoking.  Near  T.  Call  now!  265-2010. 

BL  couple  seek  LF/couple  to  share  new  2  bd  1  Vi  bath 
condo.  Security  complex,  wash/dry,  near  T  in  Chelsea. 
Available  Dec.  1.  $387.50+  .  Call  Tiffany,  Angela 

884-4241, _  _  '  (19) 

Professional  LF  40  and  dog  seek  quiet,  clean  responsible 
professional  female  35-45  to  share  nice  Brookline  apt. 
$350+  utils.  Call  739-0523,  leave  message. _ (19) 

JP  HOME  TO  SHARE 

2  LF  seek  2  more  for  4  bedroom  apt  in  JP.  We’re  fun, 
veggie,  coop.  Have  cat.  Open  to  individual  women, 
woman  with  a  child,  couples.  Pets  okay.  Non-smoking, 
min.  drinking,  drugs.  $213  +  .  Avail  Jan  I.  Rachel  or 
Wendy  522-9351. _ (]9) 

FORT  HILL 

GAM  seeks  neat,  nonsmoking  CM  to  share  large  2 
bedroom  apartment  on  Orange  line  near  Northeastern 
University.  $200  +  Zi  utils.  Please  call  427-2778.  (19) 

GM  sks  M  or  F  to  share  7  rm  apt .  prkng,  T.  $375  +  utils. 
Arlington  Hts.  641-0632. _ (19) 

Newton  sublet-LF  to  share  2  bedroom  apt.  on  quiet 
street.  Parking.  Non-smoker.  Two  loving  cats.  Avail 
Nov  21st-Mar.  5th.  Phone  Anne  or  Pat,  332-641 1 .  (18) 

SPECIAL  PLACE  IN  WEST  ROXBURY 
Two  lesbians  seek  third  roommate.  Three  bedroom, 
quiet,  clean  apt.  Safe  neighborhood  on  bus  route,  near 
commuter  rail.  No  pets,  no  security  deposit.  $300/mon- 
thly  negotiable,  plus  utilities.  327-9853. _ (21) 

GM,  26,  looking  for  female  or  male  roommate  for  two 
bedroom  apartment  above  Union  Square  in  Somerville. 
$325  +  per  month  (heat  included).  Available  immediate- 
ly.  Call  Jim  (leave  mesage)  666-9018. _ (19) 

TRANQUIL  PLACE  OF  REFUGE 
North  Shore  LF  hsehold  of  3  seeks  1  mature,  quiet  les¬ 
bian.  Fireplace,  wideboard  floors  in  your  room.  W/D, 
cable,  woodstove, gourmet  kitchen,  garden,  trees,  birds, 
&  wildlife.  Only  $350  incl.  heat,  utilities.  No  drugs,  sorry 
no  more  eats.  532-5823  eves, _ (19) 

2  LF  1  Bi,  1  Black,  2  white  seek  woman  of  color  25  +  to 
share  Ig  home,  Davis  Square,  yard,  porches.  Semi-semi- 
cooperative,  independent  yet  supportive.  We  have  2 
cats.  Avail  12/1.  $275  incl  heat.  No  smoking.  776-4693. 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469 

HOLISTIC  COMMUNE 

Gay  men’s  holistic  commune  now  expanding.  An  ex¬ 
citing  experience  of  a  totally  new  culture.  P.O.  Box  80, 
STN.B.,  Ottawa,  ON  KIP6C3. _ (J9) 

Room  without  a  closet  for  someone  out  of  the  closet. 
Small  warm  room  in  J.P.  $210  incl  heal.  Avail  Nov 
15th.  No  pets.  Call  Tamsin,  day  442-9322,  Laura  eves. 
524-1874. _ (18) 

BLF  &  JLF,  27  &  28,  sk  LF  25  +  for  quiet  street  near 
Davis  Sq  T.  We  are  friendly,  communicative  political, 
independent,  semi-coop,  w/d,  porch,  piano.  Avail  now. 
$270,  sorry  no  pets/smoke.  776-8405. _ (18) 

JP  GF  29  seeks  same  25  + .  1  or  2  rooms  $350/$400 
negotiable  incl  HtHW.  Have  eat,  no  more  pels.  Prlr 
nonsmkr,  indep,  resp,  perm/temp.  Rochelle  524-0754. 
_ (18) 

3  LFs  and  eat  seek  LF  27  +  for  spacious  4  bedroom 
house  with  yard,  Inman  Sq.  Somerville.  Non-smoker 
wanted  lor  semi-coop,  politically  progressive,  indepen¬ 
dent  household.  $182  +  .  Available  11/1  or  12/1. 
876-6189.  (18) 


r - 1 

Gay  Community  News  classifieds  j 


My  text  is;  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  |ust  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25<  per  word  (35<  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  Non-business  rate;  25<t  @  word  ($7.00  min.) 

□  Business  rate:  35<t  @  word  ($9.80  min.) 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ _ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x  . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x _ i 


_ number  of  runs)  $_ 

.  number  of  runs)  $ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deducf  10% 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

U  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2 
I J  I’m  giving  a  gift  subscription.  Deduct  $2  $ 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

□  1  want  to  give  a  gift  subscription! 


My  category  is: 

!  I  PERSONALS'  :  ANNOUNCEMENTS  HELP  WANTED 
:  ROOMMATE  WANTED  I  HOUSING  WANTED 

APARTMENTS  SUMMER  RENTALS  RESORTS 
FOR  SALE  PUBLICATIONS  ORGANIZATIONS 
j  SERVICES  I  RIDES  I  MOVERS  OTHER 


$ _ 

$ _ 


US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 
Display  Boxed  Classifieds 
□  $15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $_ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

LF  seeks  same  26  +  for  quiei  sunny  2  bdrm  apt.  Teele 
Square,  Somerville.  Petless,  smokeless  $250  +  . 
628-3216.  _ (18) 

LYNN-S’SCOTT-BEACH 

CWM  with  2  mellow  cats  seeks  same  for  sunny  6-Rm 
furnished  apt.  Near  1-A,  bus,  train,  beach,  malls.  Nice 
neighborhood.  $260+.  No  lease  or  deposit.  UB  neat, 
responsible,  independent,  discreet,  non-smoker.  Call 
Peter,  595-1237 _ (18) 

2  LF  32  have  sunny  JP  apt  in  gay-owned  house  w/1 
room  open  Dec  1 .  Rent  is  $275  +  .  Feminist,  coop  home. 
Non-smkg,  Open  to  pets.  522-4368. _ (18) 

Two  LF  seek  30+  stable,  cooperative,  considerate  LF 
with  sense  of  humor  for  Cambridge  single  family  house, 
yard,  good  energy.  Non-smoker,  cat  negotiable. 
Nov/Dec.  $208  +  .  354-3399. _ (18) 

Share  sunny  apt  near  Newburyport  Ctr  with  GM.  2 
frpls,  hdwd  firs,  w/d,  prkng.  No  smokers.  $350  +  .  Avail 
now.  465-2357. _ ; _ (18) 

HOME  ON  A  HILL 

Come  share  beautiful  Mission  Hill  apt.  with  me,  my  dog 
&  cat.  Music,  books,  good  food,  plants.  LF  or  BiF 
welcome,  must  be  comfortable  w/both.  No 
smoke/drugs/alcohol;  must  love  pets  &  be  30  + .  Back 
porch,  w/d/d.  Itsa  real  home.  $350+  .  277-5835.  (18) 


HOUSING  WANTED 

BRIDGEWATER 

LF  grad  student  B.S.C  seeks  rom  or  house  to  share  in 
immed.  area.  Quiet,  non-smoking,  responsible.  Call 
Sheila,  477-6490. _ (18) 

WANTED  1-2  BDRM  APT 

LF  &  well-trained  girl  dog  want  to  rent  a  1-2  bdrm  apt  in 
the  JP  area.  We  are  non-smokers,  non  alcohol/drug 
users  who  are  financially  stable  and  fairly  quiet.  We  can 
move  anytime.  Kathleen  522-8536. _ (18) 

GM  30,  Mass  native  looking  for  home  and  1  or  2  honest, 
friendly,  considerate  roommate(s)  G/st.  Prefer  128  to 
495  area,  need  parking,  longterm  situation.  Call  Ian 
before  1 0pm,  894-1149. _ 08) 

APARTMENTS 


DAVIS  SQUARE  I  BDRM 

Available  Nov.  15  or  earlier.  Large,  sunny  bedroom,  liv- 
ingroom,  d/d,  w/d  in  basement,  CATV,  A/C,  gat 
h/hw.  Heart  of  Davis  Square,  steps  from  Redline. 
$525/mo.  Cali  Dan,  629-2915,  or  daytime  at  426-4469. 
_ 08) 

Dorchester:  6RM  2  BDRM  1st  Hr,  remod  kitch  &  bath, 
new  systems,  porch,  fresh  paint,  gas  stove/hot  wtr,  oil 
heat,  safe  secure,  owner  occ  bid.  $675  mo  282-1 196. ((19) 
LESBIAN  ROOMING  HOUSE 

Historic  Lesbian  Rooming  House  in  Northampton,  MA 
seeks  responsible  mature  women  to  fill  vacancies. 
Shared  kitchen,  common  area,  and  bathrooms. 
$200. 00/month.  For  information,  call  Sally, 
413-586-7440.  (22) 


REAL ESTATE 


SAUGUS-Privacy  galore  yet  convenient  to  major 
highways.  Spacious  3BR  1  Zi  bathRanch  overlooks 
water.  Wooded  backyard,  2  car  garage  underpriced  to 
sell  -$192,000.  Carlson  Real  Estate,  231-2470.  (18) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

MANIBOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational  relationships.  For 
more  information  send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at 
537  Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  New  York  10018. _ (15.23) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174, _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (15.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:30.  Women’s  meeting  at  6.  Call  497-8282 
for  info. _ (14,32) 

GAY  YOUTH  COMMUNITY  FUND 

Sponsors  of  youth/student  projects  send  lax -deductable 
donations  payable  to:  GYCC/Capp  St.  Foundation. 
Mail  to:  GYCF,  2215-R  Market  St.,  Suite  479,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ (15.30) 

RESORTS 

MIKE'S  GUEST  HOUSE 

STOCKBRIDGE,  MASSACHUSETTS 

Your  Bed  and  Breakfast  in  the  Berkshires  -  open  year 
round  -  singles  and  couples  welcome  -  Call  for  rate  and 
reservations.  (413)  298-4095. _ (IT) 

LADY  JANE’S  INN  -  PROVINCETOWN 
Newly  built,  ideally  located  and  open  year  ’round! 
Private  baths,  spacious  rooms,  separate  outside  en- 
traces  and  free  parking.  Contenintal  breakfasts, 
common  area  with  TV  and  VCR.  (617)  487-3387.  7  Cen¬ 
tral  Street,  Provincetown,  MA  02657. 

_ (27) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Come  experience  spectacular  fall  foliage,  party  in 
costume  at  Halloween  or  joins  us  for  the  holidays.  We 
celebrate  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  with  great  food 
and  good  cheer.  With  great  hiking,  super  skiing,  and 
serious  relaxing  anytime,  we’re  here  for  you  year 
’round.  Hot  tub.  Cross  country  skiing  on  our  100 
private  acres.  Downhill  skiing  and  sleigh  rides  nearby. 
The  Highlands  Inn,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeeers. 

New  England’s  Biggest  and  Best  Gay  Inn! 

_ (19) 

CHECK’ER  OUT 

AT  THE  CHECK'ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  parking.  Apartments 
also  available.  1  block  to  bay,  open  year’round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657  (20) 

TRAVEL 

“HISTORIC  NICARAGUA" 

Jan.  2-12  travel  throughout  Nicaragua  with  Karl 

Bermann-Author,  Under  the  Big  Stick:  Nicaragua  and 
the  United  States  since  1848. (South  End  Press,  1986).  A 
gay  translator/escort  will  accompany  the  Tour.  For  in¬ 
formation  contact:  Tropical  Tours  2330  W.  Third  St. 
Suite  4,  Los  Angeles,  CA.  90057.  Tel.  (203)  389-4123, 
(800)421-5040,  InCA  (800)  854-5858. _ 08) 


PUBLICATIONS 

THE  PEOPLE 

Marxist  biweekly.  Since  1891.  Indroductory  special  $1/4 
months.  The  People.  (GCN)  Box  50218,  Palo  Alto,  CA 
94303. _ (J9) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (ex) 

GUARDIANdndependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian,  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY.I00I  I. _ (ex) 


FEMINISM 

IS 

DEAD... 

Before  you  fall  for  a  line  like  this, 
check  out  NEW  DIRECTIONS  FOR 
WOMEN,  the  publication  Magazines 
for  Libraries  calls  "Outstanding... the 
best  feminist  newspaper  in  the 
country!" 

In  it  you  will  find  incisive  reporting, 
cultural  criticism  and  news  of  women 
organizing  around  the  world- 
journalism  with  a  sense  of  humor  and 
a  discerning  feminist  eye. 

So  try  us.  $1.00  will  get  you  a 
sample  copy.  Do  it  today  and  say 
NO  to  “post  Feminist”  blues! 


_ YES!  I  want  to  try 

New  Directions  for  Women. 
Enclosed  is  $1.00 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY/STATE/ZI P _ 

Return  to:  New  Directions  for  Women 
108  W.  Palisades  Ave. 
Englewood,  NJ  07631 

directions 
RCN  tkwomai 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  -263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/  international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$11  /yr .  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  -an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $  1 5 /yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142.  _ (ex) 


MOVERS 


o 

From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

cc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

<£ 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

1Z 

236-1848 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

522-0826 

_ (15,20) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

_ (1) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

_ (15.1) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037  or  322-7373  Pat 


I’m  requesting  to  receive  your  newspaper  and 
also  a  female  penpal  on  the  outside,  because 
this  place  doesn’t  allow  us  to  write  other 
prisoners.  Thank  you.  Sherrell  MORTON, 
7390,  Box  180,  Muncy  PA  17756. _ 

I’m  a  transsexual,  honey  chocolate  cinnamon 
brown,  Very  beautiful  and  fancy  free. 
However,  I’m  lonely,  looking  for  a  penpal.  My 
hobbies  are  fashion,  topless  dancing  and  one- 
to-one  friendship.  Michelle  TURNER,  2-B,  40 


S.  Alabama  St.,  Indianapolis  IN  46204. 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 
Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


b  GCN  Prisoners!!! 

At  some  poinl  in  December,  the 

■  paper  will  stop  coming  to  those  of  you 
"5  who  haven't  responded  to  my  letter  asking 

■  if  you’re  still  getting  it. 

If  you  haven’t  seen  the  letter,  maybe 
|  they  have  thrown  it  away  ...  - 
SO 

write  me  anyway  (smile),  if  you’re  getting 
it  and  want  to  keep  it  that  way.  (NOW!) 
(please)  (thanks)  (Mike) 


One  of  GCN’s  long-time  prisoner  friends 
and  a  source  of  much  Jailhouse  Lawyer 
help  is  in  need  of  an  old  tenor  sax  (Selman 
or  Conn?).  If  someone  out  there  has  any 
ideas  (or  a  tenor  in  the  attic!)  please  let 
Mike  know  al  GCN.  THANX! 


Prisoner-friends, 

Letters  are  POURING  in  here  in 
response  to  my  yearly  letter  to  see  if 
everyone  is  still  getting  GCN, 
(Remember:  write  6y  Nov.  30!) 
AND 

I’m  going  away  for  a  few  weeks  . . . 
SO,  some  of  your  letters  and  other 
concerns  will  be  later-than-usual  in 
getting  attention. 

PLEASE  BE  PATIENT.  (I’m  do- 
ing  my  best  to  keep  up!)  Later,  Mike. 

Looking  for  sincere  friends  and  a  possible  rela¬ 
tionship.  Please  feel  free  to  write.  Hobbies  in 
here  include  basketball,  photography  and  swim¬ 
ming.  Michael  WILLIAMS,  422740,  Rt  4  Box 
HOP,  Rosharon  TX  77583 _ 

Seeking  penpal.  I  like  cooking,  outdoors,  peo¬ 

ple  and  nights  with  that  one  and  only.  Would 
especially  like  to  write  black  gay  men,  but  will 
write  all.  John  LOWE,  09194-074,  Box  1000, 
State  Unit,  Butner  NC  27509, _ 

Need  someone  out  there  to  send  letters  and  be  a 

penpal  in  this  hard  time.  No  money.  Age  not 
important,  but  longtime  writing  friendship 
desired.  Frank  WADE,  C-064304  (P/C  5),  500 
Orange  Ave.  Circle,  Belle  Glades  FL  33430 

IND1ANER  COMMUNE  (for  young  people  in 
Nuremburg  W.  Germany)  seeks  punks,  anar¬ 
chists,  and  other  comrades  to  type,  copy  and 
help  distribute  radical  literature  in  the  US.  For 
more  info  write:  R.G.  LAWLER,  157-587,  Box 
45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699.  (Please  write  only 
if  you  can  correspond  with  prisoners.) 


Center-spread  POETS  &  ARTISTS 

David  Emerson  Rezabek, 

Box  900,  34034,  Jefferson  City  MO  65102 
David  D.  Ferrand, 

A -025036,  700  Conley  Lake  Rd,  Deer  Lodge  MT  59722 
Cassandra  Hynes, 

0362W,  2605  State  St,  Salem  OR  97310 
Adrienne  Gannon,  (released) 

N  T.  Kallenberg,  (released) 

Timothy  Scaggs. 

119050  ACC,  Box  1000.  Craigsville  VA  24430 
Thomas  Lee  Butler, 

389367,  Rt  2  Box  20,  Midway,  TX  75852 
Traci  'Passion'  Cook, 

18806,  1479  Collins  Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040 
Mason  ’Vanna'  Vandiver, 

35361,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City  MO  65102 
Lamont  Patterson, 

P-8781,  Drawer  R,  Huntingdon,  PA  16652 
Vincent  Maulsby, 

Y -4424 ,  Box  244,  Graterford,  PA  19426 
Chester  Vinton  Haas, 

327322A,  Wynne,  Huntsville  TX  77349 
David  ‘Dee’  Hoover, 

73A  875,  Box  618,  135  State,  St.  Auburn  NY  13024 
Charlie  Willis, 

333526,  Ellis  2,  Huntsville  TX  77340 
Tommy  Blankenship, 

195-152,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699 


Black  Viet  Nam  vet  would  like  to  hear  from 
anyone  who’d  care  to  write.  I  love  music, 
movies,  sports,  poems,  and  a  host  of  other 
things  which  I’ll  share  with  those  who  write. 
Charles  CLARK,  182645,  Box  $7,  Marion  OH 
43302. 


Society  abandoned  me  for  my  beliefs  in  in¬ 
tergenerational  relationships.  If  you  believe  we 
all  should  be  able  to  love  who  we  choose,  please 
be  a  penpal  and  let  me  have  a  little  moral  sup¬ 
port.  Thank  you.  Ricky  MOULDER, 
15371-077  Unit  7,  Box  1000,  Seagoville  TX 
75159 


Pretty,  pink  and  passionate.  I’m  a  TV  and  my 
drag  name  is  Brenda.  For  sweet,  sexy  and 
seductive  letters  write  Brett  MASSEY,  353593, 
Box  128,  Tennessee  Colony  TX  75861. _ 

Black  gay  male  seeking  serious  friendship  (rela¬ 

tionship?).  Hung  and  lonesome  as  hell.  Please 
write.  Ray  TANN,  Box  137,  Tillery  NC  27887 


31  yr  old  gay  man  in  prison  for  sex  with 

teenagers.  Would  like  penpals  who  understand. 
Have  70  years  to  do.  Ricky  Lee  GRAY,  138336, 
Box  500,  Boydton  VA  23917. 


Fern  seeks  correspondence  with  masculine  man. 
Photos  welcome  but  not  necessary.  I’m  an  old- 
fashioned  type  queen.  Paul  EVERSON,  090563 
(MB-1584),  Box  1100,  Avon  Park  FL  33825 


THANK  YOU,  GEORGE  OF  SC!!!  (from 
Tim) 


I’m  Black,  25,  not  bad  looking,  and  looking  for 
friendship  and  open  for  more  if  it  happens. 
Alphonso  CAMPBELL,  14501,  3405  Deer  Park 
Dr  SE,  Salem  OR  97310, _ 

Sincere  bi-male  seeks  letters  from  TV,  TS  and 
effeminate  males  for  friendship.  No  head 
games.  Photo  appreciated.  Edward  CREAGH, 
56915,  U/25,  Parchman  MS  38738 _ 

‘Political  prisoner’,  woodsculptor,  needs  friend 
to  correspond  with,  especially  if  you  are  looking 
for  a  sincere,  affectionate  ‘mare’.  I’m  moving 
to  BOSTON  when  released.  Please  write.  Ed¬ 
ward  AESCH,  B063020  (EA  34),  Box  500, 
Olustee  FL  32072. _ 

30  yrs  old,  lots  of  body  hair,  large  hairy  balls, 
etc.  would  love  to  hear  from  gay  men,  TVs, 
TSs,  etc.  David  RIFE,  198443,  Box  740,  Lon- 
don  OH  43140 _ 

Black  female  impersonator,  30,  smooth  body, 
like  to  party  and  play  handball,  into  reading, 
writing  and  meeting  people.  Please  get  in  touch. 
D.  R.  ROSS,  150217,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City 
MO  65102. 


Mase.  gay  male  seeking  friends  to  write,  inside 
or  out.  Interests  include  weightlifting,  rock 
music,  and  parties.  Am  financially  stable. 
Please  write  this  Californian  stuck  in  the 
midwest.  R.  SCOTT,  33921,  Box  1568,  Hut¬ 
chinson  KS  67504. 


Half  Italian,  half  Black  bisexual  male  seeking 
freeworld  people  to  write.  No  $$.  Photos  ap¬ 
preciated  though.  Would  like  to  share  fantasies 
and  problems  (and  whatever).  Anthony  RID- 
D1CK,  Box  4970  (5-D),  Orlando  FL  32802. 

I'm  into  rock  music,  reading  and  ending  this 
loneliness  in  here.  Please  help  me.  I’m  not 
butch  or  fern,  just  gay.  Dewey  COLEMAN, 
11747,  700  Conley  Lake  Rd,  Deer  Lodge  MT 
59722. 

BUILDING  MORE  PRISONS  TO  CURE 
“CRIME”  IS  LIKE  BUILDING  MORE 
TOILETS  TO  CURE  DIARRHEA. . . 
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20  Friday  □  Bright  Morning  Star 
in  concert  at  Paine  Hall,  Harvard 
Campus.  8pm.  $8.00  in  advance/ 
$9.50  at  door.  Info:  497-5611. 


1 4  SATURDAY  TO 
22  SUNDAY 


14  Saturday 

Waltham  □  Brandeis  Triskelion  Gay/Les¬ 
bian/Bisexual  Coalition  dance.  Schwartz  Auditorium. 
Brandeis  University.  I0pm-2am.  Info:  736-4761  or 
893-4667. 

Boston  □  Project  PLACE  training  for  persons  in¬ 
terested  in  working  with  Mutual  Help  Group.  Weekly 
for  six  weeks.  32  Rutland  St.  Info:  262-3740. 

Northampton  □  Albion  Bookshop  Cafe  presents  its 
Autumn  1987  women’s  reading  series  with  Jyi 
Felman  and  Judith  McDaniel.  Third  floor,  Northamp¬ 
ton  Center  for  the  Arts,  17  New  South  St.  4-6pm. 
Sliding  scale  donation  requested.  Info:  Leslea  Newman, 
584-3865  or  Lisa  Hahn,  586-7440. 

Keene,  NH  □  AIDS  Update  ’87  presented  by 
Monadnock  Area  Womyn/Monadnock  Area  Gay  Men. 
Keene  Unitarian  Universalist  Church,  69  Washington  St. 
9am-4pm.  $5.  Info:  (603)  357-5544. 

Northampton  □  New  Moon  Productions  and  Smith 
College  Lesbian  Alliance  potluck  dinner,  concert  by 
Debbie  Fier  and  a  dance  to  top  it  off.  5:30pm- 1  am.  Info: 
(413)  586-8718. 

Amherst  □  Underground  Railway  Theater  tour  of 
“Sanctuary:  The  Spirit  of  Harriet  Tubman”  and 
“Are  You  Ready  My  Sister?”  UMass/Amherst.  Info: 
(413)  545-1945. 

Cambridge  □  Moving  Violations  women-only 
motorcycle  club  3rd  annual  dance  party.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm-midnight.  Alcohol 
free.  $4.  Info:  391-5940. 

Cambridge  □  Massachusetts  National  Organization 
for  Women  annual  state  conference.  Through 
November  15.  Howard  Johnson  Motel,  777  Memorial 
Drive.  $20,  with  sliding  scale  available.  Info:  782-3241. 

15  Sunday 

Boston  □  Mixed  Media  by  4  women  artists,  coord¬ 
inated  by  Holly  Jaynes.  Student  Gallery,  Tower  Buliding; 
Massachusetts  College  of  Art.  Through  November  21. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbin  and  Gay  Neighbors  Ar¬ 
boretum  walk  and  get-together.  Rain  or  shine,  meet  at 
I  pm.  Info:  469-9841. 

Brookline  □  Brookline-Brighton-Allston  lesbian 
potluck.  Bring  food  and  pictures  of  the  March  on 
Washington.  Info:  735-0403. 

Portland,  ME  □  Paintings  in  oil,  exhibit  by  Alison  M. 
Mierzykowski.  Entre-nous,  117  Spring  St.  4-6pm. 

Boston  □  “Personal  Politics:  A  Radical  America  Forum 
on  Sexuality,  Politics  and  Communities  in  the 
Age  of  AIDS.”  Speakers  include  Sue  Hyde,  Evelyn 
Hammonds,  Joe  Interrante,  ACT  UP,  and  Cindy  Patton. 
Roxbury  Community  College,  625  Huntington  Ave. 
l2-5pm.  $2  donation.  Info:  628-6585. 

Cambridge  □  Becky  Birtha  reads  from  her  new 
book,  Lover’s  Choice.  New  Words  Bookstore,  186 
Hampshire.  3-5pm.  Free.  Info:  876-5310. 


Cambridge  □  Author  Toni  Cade  Bambara  reads  in 
the  Readings  by  Women  Writers  series.  Sponsored  by 
the  MIT’s  Women's  Studies  program  and  the  Writing 
Program.  Rm.  10-250,  77  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  Info: 
253-8844. 

16  Monday 

Boston  □  Demonstration  against  anti-lesbian/gay 
rights  editorials  and  inaction  of  the  Catholic  Church  in 
the  AIDS  epidemic  at  the  office  of  The  Pilot,  the  official 
newspaper  of  the  Boston  Catholic  Archdiocese.  49 
Franklin  St.  4:30-6pm. 

Boston  □  “Confronting  AIDS:  Who  Gets  it  and 
How?”  Joan  Goldberg,  AIDS  coordinator,  Harvard 
Community  Health  Plan.  Boston  Center  for  Adult  Educa¬ 
tion,  5  Commonwealth  Ave.  Info:  267-4430. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  parents  and  co-parents  rap. 

DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm. 
$1.  Info:  661-3633. 

1 7  T uesday 

Boston  □  Healing  Service  for  all  those  affected  by 

AIDS.  Church  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist.  35  Bowdoin 
St.,  Beacon  Hill.  Info:  227-5242. 

Cambridge  □  Open  discussion  for  lesbians.  DOB, 
Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1. 
Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  □  Speak  out  against  poverty  on  the  State 
House  steps.  l2noon.  Info:  426-9026. 

Boston  □  General  meeting  of  the  Boston  Center  for 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.  Boston  City  Hall,  rm.  801 
(Congress  St.  entrance).  7:30pm.  Info:  522-2165. 

Boston  □  Neighborhood  Human  Services 
meeting  with  the  Mayor's  Office  of  jobs  and  Communi¬ 
ty  Services.  South  End/Chinatown/Back  Bay/Fen¬ 
way/Beacon  Hill.  Harriet  Tubman  House,  566  Columbus 
Ave.  7-9pm.  Info:  720-4300  x320. 

1 8  Wednesday 

Northampton  □  Gay  Film  Festival  through 
November  24.  Pleasant  St.  Theatre.  Call  for  titles  and 
times.  Info:  (413)  584-9338. 

Cambridge  □  National  March  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights,  one  month  later:  its  affect  on  people’s  lives  and 
community  politics  on  "Say  it  Sister!”  WMBR, 
88.IFM,  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  “Portraits  From  Outside,"  works  by  Mr. 
Imagination,  Mose  Tolliver,  Lee  Godie  and  David  Finn. 
North  Hall  Gallery,  Mass.  College  of  Art,  621  Huntington 
Ave.  Through  December  21.  M-F  10-6,  Sat.  11-5. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbians  older/younger.  DOB,  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 


19  Thursday 

Boston  □  Neighborhood  Human  Service  Meeting 

for  Charlestown,  North  End  and  Downtown.  Kent- 
Charlestown  Community  School,  254  Medford  St. 
7-9pm.  Info:  720-4300  x320. 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading:  before  8PM.  Paste-up:  after  7PM.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 

Boston  □  Mass.  Lesbian  and  Gay  Bar  Association 

and  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  recep¬ 
tion  for  lesbian  and  gay  law  students.  Offices  of  David 
Lund,  529  Newbury  St.,  Kenmore  Square.  7:30pm.  Info: 
426-1350. 

Provincetown  □  Performance  of  Ronald  Harwood's 
“The  Dresser"  to  benefit  the  Provincetown  AIDS  Sup¬ 
port  Group.  Provincetown  Art  Association,  460  Com¬ 
mercial  St.  8pm.  $15.  Info  and  reservations:  487-2400. 

Boston  □  Sharon  McNight  performs  at  Club  Cabaret. 
Thursday  through  Sunday,  1 0pm  and  midnight.  $6  Thurs¬ 
day  and  Sunday/$8  Friday  and  Saturday.  Ten  Percent 
Review,  through  Dec.  6.  7:30pm.  November  19  show, 
$15  benefit  for  the  AIDS  Action  Committe;  all 
other  shows  $12,  Tuesday  through  Thursday  and  Sun¬ 
day^  1 4  Friday  and  Saturday.  Club  Cafe,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  Info  and  reservations:  536-0972. 

20  Friday 

Cape  Cod  □  “Knowing  Ourselves,  Knowing 
Others,"  a  three-day  residential  workshop  for  gay  men 
to  clarify  personal  and  inter-personal  relationships. 
Through  November  22.  $250  including  room  and  board. 
Info:  Francis  Giambrone,  628-6988. 

Boston  □  Jay  Leno  benefit  performance  for  the  AIDS 
Action  Committee.  Symphony  Hall,  Mass.  Ave. 
10:30pm.  $26,  $28  and  $30.  Tickets  available  from  Sym¬ 
phony  Hall  Box  Office,  Bostix,  Ticketron,  Teletron  and 
Strawberries. 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  10pm.  Near  Arlington  and 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Boston  □  Songs  of  South  America,  first  annual 
Thanksgiving  Concert.  Benefit  for  Little  Brothers  — 
Friends  of  the  Elderly.  Villa  Victoria  Cultural  Center,  85 
W.  Newton  St.  8pm.  $10.  Info:  776-1569. 

Boston  □  "Moving  Beyond  the  Medical  Model: 

AIDS  and  Stategies  for  Community  Empowerment.”  A 
dialogue  for  social  workers,  therapists,  researchers, 
educators  and  community  workers.  Sponsored  by  the 
Association  for  the  Development  of  Social  Therapy. 
Room  205-A,  Roxbury  Community  College,  625  Hun¬ 
tington  Ave.  7:30pm.  $5  members/$IO  non-members.  In¬ 
fo:  524-7710. 

Cambridge  □  Bright  Morning  Star  in  concert  at 
Paine  Hall,  Harvard  Campus.  Benefit  for  Bread  and  Roses 
Center  for  Prevention  of  Domestic  and  Sexual  Violence 
in  New  England.  8pm.  $8  advance/$9.50  door.  Tickets  at 
New  Words,  Red  Book,  Glad  Day.  Info:  497-5611. 


21  Saturday 

Boston  □  “Beyond  the  March:  Acting  Out  and 
Moving  On!”  Community  meeting  to  plan  further  ac¬ 
tions,  sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts  Lesbian  and  Gay 
March  on  Washington  Organizing  Committee.  Piemonte 
Room,  Boston  City  Hall,  fifth  floor.  I -5pm. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  “Sexuality:  Are  You  Developing 
Yours?”  Workshop  led  by  Gwen  Lowenheim  and  Mary  * 
Fridley  of  the  Boston  Institute  for  Social  Therapy  and 
Research.  670  Centre  St.  2-5pm.  $10  for  members.  Info: 
524-7710. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  singles  discussion  and  social 
hour.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 

8pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Women’s  Self-Defense  Col¬ 
lective  4-week  women’s  self-defense  course.  $40,  with  a 
limited  number  of  scholarships  available.  Info:  574-9433. 

Northampton  □  “BurLEZk...Live!”  Video  of  the 
BurLEZk  Cabaret  of  lesbian  strip-tease,  showing  at  the 
New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library.  7pm.  $4.  Info  and  direc¬ 
tions:  (413)  584-7616. 

Boston  □  Chiltern  Mt.  Club  annual  meeting.  Sports 
workshops,  noon-5pm;  potluck  supper  and  slide  ex¬ 
travaganza  5-IOpm.  A.M.C.  Cabot  Hall,  5  Joy  St.  Non¬ 
members  welcome.  Info:  Michael,  787-0428  or  Betsy 
899-1606. 

Boston  □  “Being  gay;  Getting  gray”  —  a  presenta¬ 
tion/discussion  sponsored  by  Prime  Timers,  an  organiza¬ 
tion  for  older  gay  men.  Revere  Room,  Lindemann  Health 
Center,  25  Staniford  St.  2-4pm.  All  older  gay  males 
welcome.  Info:  write  Box  352,  Reading,  MA  01867. 

22  Sunday 

Boston  □  “Let’s  Twist  Again!”  Chubby  Checker 
Live  for  the  AIDS  Action  Committee.  The  NYC 

Jukebox,  275  Tremont  St.  8pm.  $25  adv./$30  at 
door/$75  for  "Fat  Cats’  including  special  'June  Cleaver' 
dinner  before  at  Club  Cafe  with  hot  rod  limo  service  to 
party."  Tickets  available  at  Club  Cafe,  Juke  Box,  Bostix, 
Copley  Flair,  Odeon. 

Cambridge  □  DOB  Thanksgiving  turkey  dinner, 

6pm,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $7 
members/$8  other  women.  $3  for  children  10  and  under. 
Veggie  dishes  available.  Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge  □  Benefit  screening  for  Women  Outdoors 
of  “Annapurna:  A  Woman’s  Place”  and  "Marathon 
Woman."  Cambridge  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  Show 
times:  2:30,  5:00  and  7:30pm.  $5-$8.  Info:  566-2558. 

>0* 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
BARNABY  FISHER 
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So  you’re  at  the  bar,  maybe  a  new  one. 
Or  you’re  on  vacation.  Or  it’s  a 
women’s  concert.  You’re  engaging  in 
the  proverbial  sightseeing... watching  the 
obvious  duos,  the  women  who  are  alone  or 
seem  alone,  the  women  hanging  out  with 
friends. ...But  are  they  friends?  Or  ex’s?  Or 
an  affinity  group  or  —  What’s  a  dyke  to  do? 
Who  is  single  or  —  more  accurately  — 
available  out  there  anyway?  How  do  you 
tell? 

Some  of  us  are  brave.  You  know,  the 
types  who  walk  up  and  ask  a  woman  to 
dance  even  though  she  is  standing  with 
someone  or  (really  brave)  a  group.  As  long 
as  she’s  not  kissing  the  woman  next  to  her  in 
the  concert  line  or  the  checkout  lane  she’s 
fair  game. 

But  for  those  of  us  who  need  more  infor¬ 
mation  before  we  make  the  move  it’s  not 
that  easy.  Determining  a  woman’s  availa¬ 
bility  out  and  about  in  the  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  (I’m  not  about  to  touch  the-rest-of- 
the-world,  thank  you)  is  tremendously  com¬ 
plex.  It  can  take  years  of  practice  —  not  to 
mention  guts,  good  observational  skills, 
some  listening  ability  (particularly  re:  the 
dykevine)  and  perhaps  most  of  all  instinct 
and  luck.  Sometimes  I  do  wish  there  was  a 
short-cut  method,  a  sign  to  look  for, 
anywhere,  anytime,  to  (um)  assist  us  in 
reaching  our  decisions,  or  at  least  figuring 
out  our  lines  of  fire. 

What  do  dykes  watch  out  for?  To  begin 
with,  here  are  some  pretty  clear  indicators 
that  one  should  look  elsewhere: 

•  Rings  —  left  or  right  wedding  bands 
(unless  you  enjoy  “the  challenge”  or 
self/other-destructiveness) 

•  Body  Language  —  joined-at-the-hip- 
pers;  deep  throaters;  chained  (with  some 
notable  exceptions) 

•  Clothing  —  women  who  wear  coats  in 
bars  (unless  they’re  leather  or  it’s  subzero) 
—  aren’t  they  signalling  they  don’t  dance? 

We  don’t  however,  want  to  be  too  quick 
to  make  assumptions.  For  example,  when 
two  women  are  six  feet  apart  on  the  dance 
floor,  are  they:  a)  on  their  first  date  and 
don’t  want  to  give  the  “wrong  impression?” 
b)  dykes  who  don’t  know  each  other  at  all 
but  like  the  song/are  horny?  c)  lovers  having 
a  fight  or  “maintaining  a  distance”  because 
they  have  to  work  tomorrow  (etc.)?  d)  ex- 


Is  she  or  isn’t  she? 
(available,  that  is) 

Helpful  hints  for  the  woman  on  the  make 
(Plus:  why  we  must  avoid  dykes  who  wear  coats  in  bars) 

By  Marea  Murray 


lovers  afraid  of  making  anyone  nervous?  e) 
friends  showing  the  world  that’s  all  they 
are?  or  f)“leaf-dancers”  who  need  that 
much  space! 

Within  three  feet  gets  really  tricky.  A  lot 
depends  on  eye  contact  (as  above).  They 
could  be  a)  “interested  parties”  unsure  of 
who’ll  make  the  first  move;  b)  close  friends; 
c)  lovers  enjoying  looking;  d)  lovers  teasing 
each  other;  e)  “leaf  dancers”  who  “need 
space  but  are,  like,  connected.”  Or  f)  the 
dance  floor  could  be  wall-to-wall. 

Huggers  are  really  tough.  Is  there  any 
space  between  their  bodies?  Are  they 
“hands-on”  women?  Do  they  “hug”  for 
over  two  minutes  thus  crossing  the  boun¬ 
dary  between  friendly  acquaintances  and 
variously  sensualists?  future  lovers?  fire 
testers?  Is  one  so  drunk  or  tired  the  other  is 
holding  her  up  or  is  it  a  slow  dance?  How 
fast  is  the  music?  These  are  essential  ques¬ 
tions  for  the  curious  cruiser. 

I  know  friends  who  slow  dance.  Of 
course,  there  are  consequences.  Decreased 
perceived  availability  is  a  drag  (unless  you 
want  it  that  way).  One  of  my  roommates 
and  I  danced  so  often  together  we  joked 
about  wearing  shirts  reading  “single  &  live 
together,”  but  figured  “just  roomies” 
might  be  less  confusing.  Since  we  were  both 
“getting  attached”  at  the  time,  we  laughed 
it  off  more  than  anything  else.  At  least  we 
didn’t  have  to  ask  someone  to  dance  and 
Continued  on  page  12 


An  anniversary  party  not  to  be  missed! 
Laugh,  Dance,  Rap 
& 

CELEBRATE 

25  YEARS  OF  SOLIDARITY 
AND  SOCIAL  CHANGE 


Mobilization  for  Survival 
Gay  Community  News 
South  End  Press 
Resist 

National  Lawyer’s  Guild 
Radical  America 


10  years! 
1 5  years! 
10  years! 
20  years! 
50  years! 
20  years! 


EMCEES 


(3$| 


CINDY  PATTON  and  CONNIE  CHAN 

PERFORMERS 

DIDI  STEWART  &  FRIENDS 
Musicians  Didi  Stewart’",  Cerae  Miller *.  Joel  Mulholland, 
Kim  Pandapas,  David  Patt 
('FORMERLY  OF  GIRLS  NIGHT  OUT) 

UNITED  FRUIT  COMPANY 

gay  comedy/ theater  group 

GRACE  PALEY 
writer/ activist 

Saturday,  December  5,  1987 
9pm  to  1:30am 
Villa  Victoria  Cultural  Center 

85  West  Newton  Street,  Boston 

NEAR  COPLEY  AND  BACK  BAY  T  FREE  PARKING  AVAILABLE 


a 


Tickets:  $10.  $6  low  income 

Available  at  Glad  Day.  Redbook,  New  Words.  Mobe  and  GCN 
or  by  mail  by  Monday.  Nov.  30  to:  Mobilization  for  Survival.  1 1  Garden  St. .  Cambridge.  M A  02 1 38 

Sponsors:  please  make  tax-deductible  $25  check  payable  to  Survival  Education  Fund.  Inc. 

CALL  FOR  CHILDCARE  BY  NOVEMBER  30 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  426-4469  OR  354-0008 


Friday,  November  20,  8:00  P 
Paine  Hall,  Harvard  University 


PRODUCED  BY 
REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS! 


In  Concert 

to  benefit  Bread  and  Roses 


$8.00  IN  ADVANCE  $9.50  AT  DOOR  (IF  AVAILABLE) 
$25  SPONSOR  (MAIL  ORDER  ONLY) 


TICKETS  AT:  Concert  Charge.  497-1  I  18  (all  major  credit  cards):  in  Cambridge:  Out-Of-Town  Tickets,  Sandy's 
Music.  New  Words;  in  J.P.:  Food  For  Thought,  Arbor  Way  Video,  Red  Book:  Somerville  Theatre:  Dorchester 
Reading  Authority;  in  Arlington:  Wood  &  Strings;  Downtown:  Glad  Day. 


BY  MAIL:  Send  check  or  money  order  to  Bread  and  Roses,  E.D.S.,  99  Brattle  Street,  Cambridge.  MA  02138. 

FOR  INFORMATION:  617-497-561  I 

Proceeds  of  the  concert  will  benefit  the  new  BREAD  AND  ROSES  Center  for  the  Prevention  of  Domestic  and 

Sexual  Violence  in  New  England. 


ACUPUNCTURE 

Ronald  Kelter 

Registered  Acupuncturist 

•  Isolated  or  disposable 
needles  used 

•Needle  and  needleless 
techniques 

Acupuncture  Associates 
of  Cambridge 

843  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Central  Square,  Cambridge 
(617)491-4410 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


